
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4th Quarter 2012 

Issues and Programming Report



WHNT-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM REPORT 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT 

OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

Fourth Quarter 2012 

October 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012 

 

LOCALLY-PRODUCED NEWS PROGRAMMING 

 
All above programs are locally produced programs presenting a mix of news, weather, sports, morning traffic and 

issue-related feature stories and segments.   

 

WHNT NEWS 19 Early Morning is morning news and weather a half-hour earlier, anchored by Steve Johnson and 

Michelle Stark, along with meteorologist Ben Smith. This early AM decision is a trend that’s sweeping the country 

and now the Tennessee Valley. 

 

WHNT News 19 This Morning, with Anchors Steve Johnson and Michelle Stark, Meteorologist Ben Smith, and 

morning traffic by Robert Reeves.  Saturday and Sunday morning shows are anchored by David Kumbroch with 

meteorologist Jennifer Watson. They bring news, weather and traffic Monday-Friday with concerns most important 

to viewers in the Huntsville/Florence/Decatur DMA. Topics include education, race, economy, crime, road 

construction updates, politics, government and health.   

 

WHNT News 19 at Noon is a half-hour program Monday-Friday anchored by Carrie Marchese, Michelle Stark, and 

Steve Johnson with meteorologists Ben Smith and Brandon Chambers. Included in the program are many interviews 

with local area elected officials, government and civic leaders. Topics such as education, race, economy, crime, 

politics, government and health are often discussed.  The duration of interviews is usually 5-7 minutes.  WHNT has 

teamed up with the Better Business Bureau and does a segment every Tuesday interviewing Michele Mason from 

the BBB.   

 

WHNT News 19 at 5 & 6 (Sundays at 5:30) each lasts half an hour and covers the day’s news.  Anchors include 

Elise Morgan, Clarissa Stephens, Greg Screws and Lee Marshall and Meteorologists Jason Simpson and Ben Smith. 

Weekend anchors are Carson Clark, Beth Jett and meteorologist Brandon Chambers. They bring the news, sports, 

Program Day Time 

   

WHNT News Early Morning 

WHNT News 19 This Morning 

Monday-Friday 4:30-5:00 am 

5:00-7:00 am 

WHNT News 19 @ Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 5 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6 Monday-Friday 6:00-6:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6:30 Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 9   on 19.2 Monday-Friday, Sun 9:00-9:30 pm  

WHNT News 19 @10 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 

WHNT News 19 This Morning  Saturday 6:00-8:30 am 

WHNT News 19 @ 5p Saturday 5:00-5:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6p Saturday 6:00-6:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6a Sunday 6:00-6:30 am 

WHNT News 19 This Morning Sunday 7:00-8:00 am 

WHNT News 19 @ 5:30p                                 Sunday 5:30-6:00 pm 



weather and traffic Monday-Friday with concerns that are most important to viewers in the 

Huntsville/Florence/Decatur DMA. Topics include education, race, economy, crime, road construction updates, 

politics, government and health. 

 

WHNT News 19 at 6:30 is a nightly newscast that lasts 30 minutes Monday-Friday. Anchors include Lee Marshall 

and Jerry Hayes and Meteorologist Jason Simpson.  This newscast began after the April 27
th

 tornadoes tore through 

the Tennessee Valley.  It turned out to be a historic outbreak of a long-track of super cell tornadoes that at the end of 

the day left more than 250 people dead in the state of Alabama and many more injured.  The tornadoes did millions 

of dollars in damage to homes, businesses, schools and churches.  Out of the aftermath of the storms, a new daily 

6:30pm newscast was born.  Initially, the newscast focused solely on “After the Storm” coverage.  That newscast 

continues to be produced, but now also features other news of local, state and regional significance.   

 

WHNT News 19 at 9 is nightly news that lasts 30 minutes.  Monday-Friday Anchors include Clarissa Stephens, 

Greg Screws and Meteorologist Jason Simpson. Sunday anchors include Carson Clark, Beth Jett and Meteorologist 

Brandon Chambers.  This newscast is designed to give the Tennessee Valley viewers an option to watch local news 

at a time period that is more conducive to working families.  The newscast has features that are unique, such as no 

wait weather.  Each night, we select a current news topic and take a closer look at details not generally revealed in 

other evening newscasts.  The segment is interactive and viewers can chime in with their opinion and thoughts on a 

variety of subjects. 

 

WHNT News 19 at 10 is nightly news that lasts approximately 35 minutes.  Monday through Friday Anchors 

include Elise Morgan, Jerry Hayes and Meteorologist Jason Simpson.  Weekend Anchors include Carson Clark, 

Beth Jett and Meteorologist Brandon Chambers.  They bring news, weather and sports with concerns that are most 

important to viewers in the Huntsville/Florence/Decatur DMA. Topics include education, race, economy, crime, 

road construction updates, politics, government and health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4th Quarter Reports 2012 

 

October 1  
Concussions: A Higher Risk  

WHNT News 19 sports anchor Edward Egros produced a special report about the latest research on concussions.  

The research indicates girl athletes are even more prone to concussions than boys.  The report focused on what 

parents and coaches need to know.   

 

October 2 
Ava Grace Goes Home  

On this day, we aired a follow-up story about a little girl, Ava Grace, who was born severely premature.  Her mother 

died a few days after Ava Grace’s birth.  The story updated viewers on how Ava Grace and her dad are doing.  The 

child’s health had dramatically improved and she had recently been able to go home thanks to the medical experts at 

Huntsville Hospital’s Neonatal Unit.  

 

October 4 
Shoals Career Tech Event  

A 30-minute program that WHNT News 19 produced and aired in May was presented to an audience assembled for 

a career tech event in the Shoals (western part of our DMA).  The organizers played our program and followed it 

with a panel discussion.  There were about 150 teachers, administrators, parents, business leaders and elected 

officials in attendance. 

 

October 6  
Madison Street Festival   

The 2
nd

 largest city in our coverage area hosts an annual festival for families.  It features local arts & crafts and a 

parade.  WHNT News 19 on-air anchors and behind-the-scenes employees participated in the parade driving our 

storm chase vehicle and handing out goodies for kids along the parade route. 

 

October 9 
Municipal Election Runoff   

On this day, voters headed to the polls in 22 municipalities across north Alabama. WHNT News 19 gathered, 

tabulated and displayed runoff election results on-air, online and on social media. 

 

October 13 
BBB Secure Your ID Day  

As the media partner for the Better Business Bureau of north Alabama, WHNT News 19 promotes an event that 

allows the public to get sensitive documents destroyed for free.  This event has turned into a twice a year event.  On 

this date, more than 400 cars came through the drive through shred event.  More than 15,500 pounds of documents 

were shredded and 65 hard drives crushed.  

 

October 13 
Rocket City Weather Fest  

WHNT News 19 meteorologist Jennifer Watson represented the station at the third annual Rocket City Weather Fest 

at the University of Alabama Huntsville, held at the Shelby Center on the campus. It was a day of learning about 

weather with several presentations on radar, forecasting hurricanes and even storm spotter training by the National 

Weather Service. Meteorologist Jennifer Watson took Storm Hunter 19 (the station’s severe weather chase vehicle) 

to the fest and showed attendees the station's newest tool for keeping track of severe weather in the Tennessee 

Valley. 

 

October 22-25 
Six People Murdered in Lincoln & Madison Counties  

A major news story broke on Oct. 22 when 3 people (2 women and a child) were found dead in Lincoln County, TN.  

The next day, three more bodies were discovered in Madison County, Alabama.  Authorities believed the two cases 

were linked and a person of interest was developed.  We had our main anchor reporting from the field on October 23 

due to the severity of the crime and the complexity of the case.  Details continued to unfold over the next several 



days about the common thread between the victims.  To date, only one person has been arrested and on charges not 

directly related to the deaths of the 6 people. 

 

October 24 
Severe Weather Special  

Alabama has two distinct severe weather seasons where there is greater risk for tornadic activity.  On this date, we 

produced a half-hour special to help viewers prepare for the fall severe weather season.  Following the deadly 

outbreak of tornadoes on April 27, 2011, we began to notice that we were receiving a lot of graphic, detailed 

drawings from children for our daily “Sketch the Sky” segment depicting deadly tornadoes. For instance, one 

drawing showed cars, cows and people flying through the air.  These drawings prompted us to ask a child 

psychologist to analyze the pictures and help parents understand whether they should be concerned about such 

drawings or whether it was a good coping mechanism for children who may be fearful and traumatized from April 

27 tragedy. We also interviewed one child who submitted a very graphic picture. He explained his drawing and what 

he goes through when severe weather threatens now. 

 

October 25-27  
Battleground Patriots  

WHNT News 19 embedded a reporter with Republican foot soldiers from north Alabama as they traveled by bus to 

the presidential battleground state of Ohio. Our series of reports showed how the local Republican faithful worked to 

get out the vote and sway undecided voters.   

 

October 29 
The Plumber   

A WHNT News 19 hidden camera investigation exposed how Tommy Mayo, a Madison County plumber, is taking 

advantage of customers. A & A Plumbing has an “F” rating with the Better Business Bureau for taking money from 

people and not completing jobs. He was also under investigation with the state Plumbers & Steamfitters Board after 

several consumers came forward with various complaints ranging from delivery issues, problems with products and 

service and more. He also does not have a business license, even though he promotes that fact with clients and on 

advertisements.  Our investigations ultimately lead Huntsville Police to ticket and arrest Mayo.  In subsequent 

follow-up reports, we showed how he went to court and was fined. 

  

October 30 
Secret Cemetery   

A runway expansion at the Madison County Executive airport unearths a secret cemetery containing the remains of 

at least 9 adults and children.  Our story which aired at 10pm revealed who the people are, what the discovery means 

to the runway expansion and what will happen to the graves. 

 

November 1 
Thirteen  

This special report that aired at 10pm was prompted by a viewer who contacted us asking us to TAKE ACTION.  

She says there are major discrepancies in Alabama's legal code defining what a "child" is - especially when it comes 

to sex abuse.  It prompted us to ask, "When is a child really a child" under Alabama law?  The parent says her 

daughter was 13 and a man in his 40s abused her.  He took a plea deal for 144 months. She found out his release 

date is August the 5, 2017.  She was surprised to see this date set much earlier than the 144 months.  After some 

investigation, we found the offender can get "good time" because his victim was not under the age of 12.  Alabama 

code 26-14-1 says a child is anyone under 18.  Then in another law, a child is under the age of 12. Alabama section 

code 15-20-21-5.  Our investigation exposed the inconsistencies in the law and how victims are further victimized 

because of it. 

 

November 3 
Alabama-LSU Special  

The Alabama-LSU rivalry is probably the most heated in the SEC.  WHNT News 19 produced a 30-minute pre-

game special spotlighting the match-up.  The special content included the story of a family who has one son that 

plays for Alabama and another that plays for LSU. Their dad played for Alabama. 

 



November 5 
Gel Nail Dangers  

A special report on the potential dangers linked to gel nails.  In short, a new study suggests the UV lights used to 

“set” or dry the gel nails could cause cancer because of the high concentration of UV and the thinness of the skin on 

hands.  We talked to a dermatologist who agrees with the study findings, a local nail salon owner and a consumer. 

 

November 6 
General Election 

We provided up-to-the-minute election results throughout the night on air, online, on social media and on mobile 

devices for how Alabama voted in the presidential election as well as many other state and local elections.  In our 

late newscast, we also provided results, reaction and analysis to the most important races impacting our viewers. 

 

November 12  
The True Cost of Panhandling 

WHNT News 19 assigned a reporter to go undercover to conduct an experiment on panhandling in Huntsville. He 

dressed up in a disguise and stood on a busy street corner with a sign that said “Homeless & Hungry – God Bless.” 

In no time at all, he had people handing him money at the intersection. In the time that he spent, he collected on 

average enough to earn roughly $50,000/year tax free.  The point of the experiment was to show that you don’t 

know if someone is truly in need when you hand over money to a beggar, nor do you know how the money is being 

used. We then interviewed an expert who works directly with the homeless. She advocates donating money to 

organizations that provide critical services to the homeless. In a 2
nd

 installment of the story that aired in the next 

block, we “Paid it Forward” and donated the money we collected to Downtown Rescue Mission. Following our 

report, we received an email from Major Mark Satterlee of the Salvation Army who praised our report saying in 

part, “I wanted to thank you for your reporting. I found myself agreeing with you on the main theme of your piece. It 

is true, that when well meaning people give cash to the homeless it short circuits the help they really need. There is 

no one to keep them accountable and despite where many of the homeless claim the money will go (food/shelter), in 

truth, it rarely ends up where they say (drugs/alcohol). I personally have worked with the homeless for many of my 

33 years as a Salvation Army officer and this is a problem in every community I have been.”  

 

November 13  
New Madrid Fault 

This special report investigated the likelihood for a mega-earthquake on the New Madrid Fault and the level of 

damage/impact to the Tennessee Valley.  Many scientists and geologists have been predicting a New Madrid "mega 

quake" that would do far more substantial damage than the more well-known ones in California.  

 

November 14 
Leadership Management Academy Panel   

On this date, our News Director, Denise Vickers, served on a panel for Leadership Huntsville-Madison County’s 

Management Academy.  The focus of the day was helping executives learn how to interact with the media, 

especially in times of crisis communication.  There were about 40 members of the class.   

 

November 15  
Huntsville Revisited 

This special report highlights a “remember-when” social media page that takes a look at all that was great in 

Huntsville from way back through the years. We introduced viewers to the creator and what prompted him to do 

this.    

 

November 16, noon (VBC North Hall) 
Mayor Battle State of the City Address   

For the 5
th

 year in a row, the Mayor of Huntsville has hosted an annual address on the “state of the city.”  We carried 

his state of the city address live on our 2
nd

 channel and on our website, whnt.com.  In this year’s address, the mayor 

talked about plans for the future which included community improvements and expansions of parks and trails.  He 

also outlined a vision for making government and its services more accessible to taxpayers via the web and social 

media. 

 



November 19-December 10 
Kids to Love Christmas for the Kids Drive  

On November 9, we kicked off a roughly month-long school drive to provide Christmas gifts to foster children all 

over Alabama and parts of Tennessee.  We partnered with Jack’s Family restaurants and a local automobile dealer to 

collect gifts and monetary donations to fulfill Christmas wish lists.  On December 4, we hosted a daylong blitz drive 

from 5am-7pm and broadcasted live from 3 Jack’s restaurants across our viewing area.  On the last day of the drive, 

there were still approximately 90 wish lists unfilled – more than 60 list sponsors never made good on their 

commitment.  We made an appeal to the public.  The public came through in a big way donating more than $35,000 

at the 11
th

 hour.  In all, our project raised roughly $50,000 which in turn provided full Christmas wish lists for 1,100 

children in foster care in 18 counties in north Alabama and southern Tennessee. 

 

November 19  
Daycare Dangers  

This special report exposed how parents seeking information about critical violations at daycares can’t easily access 

that information.  It’s not available online in a searchable database and while daycare operators should disclose it 

when asked, our hidden camera investigation revealed they don’t.  They’re not required to do so.  But, they are 

required to refer parents/consumers to a statewide hotline.  None of the daycares in our investigation did that either.   

 

November 20  
Plumber Follow-up: Making it Right  

After seeing our reports on the crooked plumber who had ripped off a local woman, another local plumbing 

company stepped up to make the situation right.  The plumbing company fixed the viewer’s plumbing problems at 

no charge to her. 

 

November 22-December 31 
Military Greetings 

During the AM, 6 & 10pm newscasts, we showcased greetings from military members serving overseas who won’t 

be home for the holidays. 

 

November 24  
Iron Bowl  

The annual grudge match between Auburn University and University of Alabama is played on the Saturday after 

Thanksgiving on CBS.  We produced a pre-game special that aired from 12:30-1:30pm leading up to the game.  One 

story featured an Alabama fan who has been to 500 consecutive Crimson Tide games. 

 

November 25 
Auburn Coach Gene Chizik Fired  

The day after Auburn lost 0-49 to Alabama, the school terminated the contract of its head coach of four years, Gene 

Chizik. Our coverage included reaction from fans and players as well as prospects for the future head coach.   

 

December 1 
SEC Championship 

Leading up to the conference championship game that would decide which team would go to the National 

Championship, we produced a 30-minute special examining the strengths and weaknesses of the two teams – 

Alabama & Georgia. In one story, a local high school team helped demonstrate what the Georgia Bulldogs would do 

on defense and how Alabama would react to counteract their game plan. 

 

 

 

December 4  
Auburn New Head Coach 

Less than two weeks after firing its head coach, the Auburn Tigers named its new guy to lead the squad, Gus 

Malzahn.  Most recently, Malzahn was the head coach for Arkansas State and he was the offensive coordinator for 

Auburn for 3 years, including the year the Tigers won its most recent national championship.  The story developed 

as breaking news late that afternoon and we covered the story with multiple angles throughout all newscasts as well 

as online and on social media. 



 

December 5 
Career Tech Special Leadership Class 26 

On this date, Leadership Huntsville-Madison County showed our career-tech documentary, “Pathways to Success: 

Rethinking Education in Alabama” to Leadership Class 26 as part of its class day focused on education.  There are 

approximately 50 adult professionals in the class. 

 

December 6  
Integrated Warning Team 

Our chief meteorologist, Jason Simpson, participated in a daylong conference focused on severe weather 

preparedness, communication coordination and information sharing between the National Weather 

Service/EMA/local broadcasters/emergency responders in order to improve the way we deliver critical information 

to the public. He also served on a panel focused on discussing the challenges of delivering severe weather 

information to the public on multiple platforms (on air, online, on social media, etc.). 

 

December 6-7  
High School Football State Championships  

Two Tennessee Valley high school football teams made it to the state championships.  Madison Academy won the 

state championship in its division.  It was the first state football title for a "Huntsville" school won in the playoff 

system.  Tanner High also won the state championship in its division.  It was the school’s first-ever championship. 

The state championship games for all 6 high school football classifications were played in Auburn's Jordan-Hare 

Stadium.    

 

December 7 
Blood Drive  

We hosted the LifeSouth Blood Mobile at our station on this date and held a blood drive from noon-6pm.  We 

invited viewers and our staff to donate blood which is especially critical during the holidays. 

 

December 14 (and beyond) 
Newtown, Connecticut, School Shooting  

On this date, a young man in Newtown, Connecticut, opened fire in an elementary school killing more than 2 dozen 

children and adults.  We localized the big national story with multiple story angles including talking to a local 

psychologist on how to talk to kids about traumatic experiences and the superintendent for Madison City Schools on 

how schools react in crisis situations.  The shooting happened on a Friday.  On the following Sunday, area parents 

were concerned about the safety of their children in local schools.  That prompted administrators to increase security 

at schools to ease the fears of parents and children.   

 

December 24 
Santa Tracker  

On Christmas Eve, we produce special cut-ins on air and coverage online starting at 5am through midnight for our 

young viewers so they can track Santa’s progress across the globe. 

 

October/November/December  
Taking Action to Get You a Job 

We continued our monthly “TAGJ” project in the 4th quarter.  In our morning newscast and our 5pm newscast, we 

showcase job openings in the Tennessee Valley.  We also post the job openings on our website, whnt.com.   

 

October 9, November 8, December 12 
Sketch the Sky   

Typically on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of every month, we host a Sketch the Sky party at Sci-Quest, the local hands-on 

science museum. One month this quarter, the date had to be changed due to the general election.  Children whose 

drawings of the weather were featured on air get to come to the museum for a party and a member of our 

meteorology team broadcasts the weather live for our 5 & 6pm newscast from the event.  Kids get to ask questions 

about science and meteorology and are featured on the air.  In addition, our News Director, Denise Vickers, also 

serves on the board of the non-profit museum, Sci-Quest. 

 



Wednesdays at 5pm  
Tools for Teachers  

WHNT News 19 continued its weekly “Tools for Teachers” franchise at 5pm.  Parents, students, teachers or 

principals can nominate a deserving public school teacher.  Schools of selected teachers receive $319 from our 

business partner.  Then, each Wednesday at 5pm, we share the story of why the teacher is deserving and their 

surprise when they learn about winning the award.  They share how they will use the money to benefit their 

students. 

 

Fridays through football season  
Football Friday  

Each Friday night at 10pm in the fall, WHNT News 19 provides expanded coverage of local high school football 

games.  On Wednesdays, we feature player profiles. 

 

Thursdays at 10pm  
Restaurant Ratings 

WHNT News 19 continued its weekly franchise called “Restaurant Ratings” on Thursday nights at 10pm.  In it, we 

reveal some of the biggest offenders in the county health department inspections.  We also award a weekly virtual 

“golden spoon” to a high scoring restaurant.  We also post all the restaurant inspection scores on our website. 

 

Mondays at 5pm  
Kids to Love  

WHNT NEWS 19 anchor, Lee Marshall, was a foster child.  So, as a successful adult, she created a non-profit 

organization called “Kids to Love.”  We continued our weekly franchise focused on adoption issues and children 

who are looking for “forever homes.”  Our commitment also includes promoting a “See Meth, Stop Meth” tipline. 

Viewers are encouraged to report any incidents of meth-making, especially ones where children may be present in 

the home.  

 

Fridays at 6am  
Home from War 

Starting on October 26, we aired a weekly franchise in our 6am half-hour that focused on the challenges facing our 

community’s military veterans who are returning home from war.  The subjects ranged from job reintegration, 

PTSD, benefits claims and a family whose child was born with severe birth defects.  We worked with a local non-

profit organization called “Still Serving Veterans” to identify relevant subjects.  In addition, our News Director, 

Denise Vickers, also serves on the board of the non-profit organization. 

 

Mondays November & December at 6am  
Money Saving Mondays  

Each Monday in our 6am half-hour of the morning newscast, we produced a special story featuring tips on how 

viewers could save money. Subjects ranged from websites to help consumers get discounts, coupons and cash back 

from purchases to ways to live frugally and save money by altering typical daily routines and expenditures.  We also 

showed viewers do-it-yourself ways of saving money through use of household items and dollar store items.  Our 

reports included opportunities to earn money through selling Halloween candy to a dentist through a buy-back 

initiative and ways to have a happy social life by throwing thrifty, yet fun parties. 

 

5pm franchise, October-December  
Fighting for You 

Starting in June 2012, we launched a new franchise called “Fighting for You.”  We tackle issues that every day 

people are facing.  When viewers have exhausted all their options, we offer to “fight for them” and help them get 

answers to problems, resolutions to issues.  We typically air 2-3 stories per week in our 5pm newscast.  Some of the 

subjects we tackled this quarter included the story of a concerned parent who witnessed a bus driver running a stop 

sign every day with kids on board the bus.  Concerned about the safety of children, the viewer had the evidence on 

video and had taken it to the bus company.  But, nothing was done.  When we got involved, management 

acknowledged the problem and promised to take action against the offending bus driver.  In December, a viewer 

brought to our attention that new lights on a heavily travelled road (Research Park Blvd) had not been turned on.  

Turns out, no one in a position of authority knew the lights were off.  It ended up being a mix-up over whether the 

lights were in the county or city and paperwork that hadn’t been filled out.  Also, in that same month, we got 



Priceville Jr High their money back from a photography company.   The company owed the school money for work 

from 2010. 

 

Ongoing  
Weather in the Tennessee Valley Classroom Project  

In the 4
th

 quarter of 2012, we continued our comprehensive Weather in the Tennessee Valley Classroom Project 

which features a daily weather question and answer in our morning newscast which we call, “Weather 101.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBS Programming  

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY  Saturday   9:00-10:00pm 

This 60-minute CBS program focuses on an in-depth examination of a crime-based mystery. 

 

FACE THE NATION  Sunday   Part 1 - 9:30-10:00am  

      Part 2 - 2:05-2:35 am, 10:00-10:30 am (WHNT2)  

This 60-minute CBS program hosted by Bob Schieffer airs in two half hour segments on Sundays.  The show 

usually focuses on one key issue that is explored and examined through a series of interviews with prominent 

government officials and experts. 

 

6O MINUTES   Sunday   6:00-7:00 pm    

This 60-minute CBS public affairs program airs on Sundays at 6pm.  The show features investigative reporting on 

controversial issues facing the American public.  

 

 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

OCTOBER 2012 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

10/07/12 Guests: David Axelrod, Senior Strategist, Obama Campaign (1); Norah O’Donnell, Co-Host, CBS 

This Morning (1) (2); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (1) (2); Michael Gerson, The 

Washington Post (2); John Fund, National Review, author, “Who's Counting?: How Fraudsters 

and Bureaucrats Put Your Vote at Risk” (2); Jane Leavy, author, “The Last Boy: Mickey Mantle 

and the End of America's Childhood” (3); Tommy Lasorda, former Major League baseball player, 

former manager, Los Angeles Dodgers (3) Tony La Russa, former Major League baseball player, 

former manager, Oakland Athletics, former manager, St. Louis Cardinals, author, “One Last 

Strike: Fifty Years in Baseball, Ten and a Half Games Back, and One Final Championship 

Season” (3); Peter Gammons, MLB Network (3) 

1) Topics include: President Obama’s lackluster performance in the October 3rd presidential 

debate with Mitt Romney / reaction to Mr. Romney’s recent appearance on Fox News, addressing 

his own comments disparaging the 47 percent of Americans who don't pay federal income taxes / 

Mr. Romney’s “Gantry-esque” debate performance / President Obama’s opinion of his own debate 

performance; recent unemployment numbers, indicating an improving economy and a lower 

unemployment rate 

2) Topics include: speculation regarding President Obama’s performance in contrast with that of 

Mr. Romney in the October 3rd presidential debate / reaction to comments made by Mr. Axelrod 

regarding Mr. Romney’s “Gantry-esque” debate performance / impact of Mr. Romney’s debate 

performance on his campaign; upcoming vice presidential debate between Vice President Joe 

Biden and Representative Paul Ryan 

3) Topics include: speculation regarding the winners and losers for the upcoming baseball play-

offs and subsequent World Series / reasons behind why current Major League pitchers no longer 

pitch a complete game / how do today’s baseball players compare with iconic players from the 

past / proposed changes to be made to the game of baseball 

 

10/14/12 Guests: Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Representative 

Darrell Issa (R-CA), Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (2); 

Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD), Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (3); 

Frank Luntz, Republican pollster (4); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); David 

Corn, Mother Jones magazine (4); Bay Buchanan, Romney Senior advisor (4); Katrina vanden 

Heuvel, The Nation (4) 

1) Topics include: the September 11th attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya / criticism 

against the Obama administration for its seeming reluctance in admitting that the attack was not 

spontaneous, but instead an orchestrated terrorist attack / reaction to U.N. Ambassador Susan 

Rice’s September 16th appearance on Face The Nation / opinion that the Obama administration is 

misleading the American people regarding the attack because it does not want to admit that al 

Qaeda has not been defeated and continues to be a threat 

2) Topics include: support for Senator Graham’s statements / details of the Congressional hearing 

held last week regarding the September 11th attack in Benghazi, Libya / reports that requests and 

recommendations for additional security for embassy personnel were ignored / the attempt by 

Republicans in the House of Representatives to cut a half billion dollars from embassy security 

budgets / possibility of an appearance by U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice at the Congressional 

hearing / opinion that the Obama administration is in denial over the amount of protection needed 

for American compounds in the Middle East 

3) Topics include: opinion that the Congressional hearing regarding the September 11th attack in 

Benghazi, Libya is rushed and politically motivated / defense of Ambassador Rice’s comments 

regarding the attack in Benghazi / hope that emergency supplemental funds will be made available 

for embassy security / support for the competence of the State Department / view that the 

Congressional hearing is turning into a witch-hunt 



4) Topics include: Mr. Luntz’s recent poll results indicating that Vice President Biden did well on 

substance in the recent vice presidential debate, but that his style was off-putting to voters; lessons 

learned from the first presidential debate between President Obama and Mr. Romney / criticism 

against both the Obama campaign and the Romney campaign / changes in both the Democratic 

and Republican parties / reasons for the low number of undecided voters for this election / the 

upcoming second presidential debate 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: Saturday Night Live’s parody of the vice presidential debate 

between Vice President Joe Biden and Republican Representative Paul Ryan. 

 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

10/21/12 Guests: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) (1); Stephanie Cutter, Obama Deputy Campaign Manager 

(2); Kevin Madden, Romney Campaign Senior Advisor (2); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 

Journal (3); David Sanger, The New York Times (3); Joe Klein, TIME magazine (3); John 

Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (3) 

1) Topics include: support for Mr. Romney / importance of Monday’s third, and final, presidential 

debate on foreign policy; fifty year anniversary of the Cuban Missile Crisis / criticism of the 

direction President Obama is taking U.S. relations with Cuba;  the September 11th attack on the 

U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya / criticism against the Obama administration for its seeming 

reluctance in admitting that the attack was not spontaneous, but instead an orchestrated terrorist 

attack; thoughts on Mr. Romney’s declaration that on his first day in office, he will declare China 

to be a currency manipulator; contrasts between Senator Rubio’s perception of how Mr. Romney 

and President Obama each see America’s role in the world; Mr. Romney’s economic plan; reports 

that Iran has requested talks with the United States regarding their nuclear program 

2) Topics include: current state of the election in Florida / response to Mr. Romney’s claim that 

President Obama is not informing the American people of his plans for a second term / reaction to 

President Obama diagnosing Mr. Romney with “Romnesia”, implying that Mr. Romney is unable 

to remember the policies and positions he has taken over the course of his presidential campaign / 

criticism from Ms. Cutter and Mr. Madden against each other’s campaigns 

3) Topics include: importance of Monday’s third, and final, presidential debate on foreign policy; 

reports that Iran has requested talks with the United States regarding their nuclear program; 

possibility of one of the  candidates winning the popular vote and the other winning the electoral 

vote; thoughts on President Obama diagnosing Mr. Romney with “Romnesia”; Mr. Sanger’s piece 

in The New York Times on what he hopes will be addressed in tomorrow’s debate; opinions 

regarding the contrasts between Mr. Romney and President Obama over how each sees America’s 

role in the world; thoughts on Mr. Romney’s declaration that he will declare China to be a 

currency manipulator; early voter turnout for battleground states 

4) Face The Nation Flashback topic: humorous quips from President Obama and Mr. Romney, 

both of whom attended the Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner, held in New York City 

on Thursday, October 18th 

 

10/28/12 Guests: David Bernard, CBS News Hurricane Consultant, Chief Meteorologist, WFOR-TV, 

Miami, Florida (1); Chip Reid, CBS News National Correspondent (2); Elaine Quijano, CBS 

News Correspondent (3); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (4); 

Rahm Emanuel, Mayor, Chicago, IL, Former White House Chief of Staff, Obama Administration 

(5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (6); Bob Shrum, The Daily Beast (6); John Dickerson, 

CBS News Political Director (6); John Fund, National Review (6); Mark Leibovich, The New 

York Times Magazine (6) 

1) the projected path of Hurricane Sandy 

2) a report on Hurricane Sandy from Ocean City, MD 

3) a report on the storm from Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 

4) Topics include: endorsement of Mitt Romney by the Des Moines Register / possible impact 

Hurricane Sandy could have on the campaigns of both President Obama and Mr. Romney; the 

September 11th attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya / opinion that the Obama 

administration is engaged in either a cover-up or gross incompetence regarding its handling of the 

attack; campaign advice for Mr. Romney 

5) Topics include: the September 11th attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya / support 

for President Obama’s handling of the event / explanation as to why conflicting information was 

presented to the public; praise for President Obama’s foreign policy measures; reasons why the 

presidential race is close / tightening gap between the president and Mr. Romney for the women’s 

vote 

6) Topics include: possible impact Hurricane Sandy could have on the campaigns of both 

President Obama and Mr. Romney, as well as the election process; conflicting poll results for 

President Obama and Mr. Romney / reasons behind the tightening gap between the President and 



Mr. Romney for the women’s vote / predictions as to who will win the upcoming presidential 

election 

7) Face The Nation Flashback topic: humorous quips from late night television talk show hosts, 

commenting on Bob Schieffer’s performance as the host of the final presidential debate on 

October 22nd 

 

 



60 MINUTES 
 

10/07/12 “Huawei” - a report on Huawei, the Chinese conglomerate which is the world’s largest 

manufacturer of telecommunications equipment. The company is attempting to expand its 

presence in the U.S. by building the next generation of digital networks here, prompting an 

investigation by the U.S. House Intelligence Committee that has raised concerns about national 

security.  Includes interviews with: Representatives Mike Rogers (R-Michigan) and Dutch 

Ruppersberger (D-Maryland), House Intelligence Committee; Jim Lewis, cybersecurity expert 

formerly with the U.S. Department of Commerce; Bill Plummer, Huawei’s U.S. vice president of 

external relations; Chris Johnson, former CIA analyst on China; Craig Mock, president and 

general manager, United Wireless, Dodge City, Kansas.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Graham Messick) 

“Luxottica: Sticker Shock” - a report on Luxottica, the Italian eyewear company which is the 

world’s largest manufacturer of optical frames and sunglasses.  The company’s properties include 

the sunglasses brands Ray-Ban and Oakley; the retail chains LensCrafters, Pearle Vision, and 

Sunglass Hut; they run Target Optical and Sears Optical; and they own EyeMed, the nation’s 

second largest vision-care plan.  Includes interviews with: Luxottica CEO Andrea Guerra; Isabella 

Sola, Luxottica’s product manager; Mark Weikel, president of LensCrafters; Brett Arends, 

columnist for Smartmoney.com. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Rodriguez” - a report on Sixto Diaz Rodriguez, a poor 70-year-old Detroit singer-songwriter 

known as Rodriguez.  Although unsuccessful in the U.S., his recordings from the early ‘70s were -

- unknown to him -- very successful in South Africa, inspiring a generation of anti-apartheid 

protestors. Now, a documentary film (“Searching for Sugar Man”) has been made about him, by 

Swedish director Malik Bendjelloul, and Rodriguez is becoming a star in the United States.  

Includes comments by record producers Dennis Coffey and Steve Rowland; South African record 

store owner Steve Segerman; and interviews with Rodriguez himself; Regan Rodriguez, 

Rodriguez’ daughter; and Swedish film director Malik Bendjelloul. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael 

H. Gavshon) 

Update: “A Crack In The Swiss Vault” (OAD: 01/03/10) 

 

10/14/12 “Aleppo” - A report on the ongoing civil war in Syria, which is wrecking cities like Aleppo, the 

country’s largest and richest. The report focuses on the rebels whom the West is refusing to 

support, and Islamic militants who some fear will hijack the revolution. Includes interviews with: 

Colonel Abdul Jabbar al-Oqaidi, commander of the Syrian rebel forces in Aleppo (the so-called 

Free Syrian Army); Saleh Hawa, Syrian English teacher and opposition activist; Doctor Maher 

Nana, A Syrian American activist for the Syrian Support Group, a pro-rebel organization; Ahmed 

al-Abaid, a rebel jihadi leader and radical Islamist militant who wants to create an Islamic state in 

Syria governed by the Muslim legal code of Sharia.  (C: Clarissa Ward - P: Ben Plesser, Harry A. 

Radliffe II) 

“Coming Home” - a report on how many returning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan, who may 

be affected by PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) and then get into trouble with the law,  are 

being helped by a rehabilitation / probation program created by Texas State District Judge Marc 

Carter -- a veterans’ court, created for vets who have committed first-time felonies, and tailored to 

deal with veterans’ problems, with a mandatory two years of treatment and supervision.   Includes 

interviews with: Marine veterans Arthur Davis and Kevin Thomas; and with Judge Marc Carter. 

(C: Scott Pelley - P: Ashley Velie) 

“James Bond” - a report on the James Bond movie franchise, on the occasion of Agent 007's 

fiftieth anniversary on screen.  Includes an interview with Barbara Broccoli and Michael Wilson, 

the daughter and stepson of the late Albert “Cubby” Broccoli, producer of the first Bond film. 

They inherited control of the franchise from their father. Also includes an interview with actor 

Daniel Craig, the current (and sixth) actor to play Bond; a tour of the Bond props archive, with 

comments from its curator, Meg Simmonds; and comments by Joss Skatto, firearm instructor.  (C: 

Anderson Cooper - P: Tanya Simon) 

Update: “SpaceX” (OAD: 03/18/12) 

 

 



60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

10/21/12 “Rocky Mountain High” - a report on Colorado’s state-legalized cultivation and sale of medical 

marijuana, a thriving industry -- and an activity still illegal under federal law.  Includes interviews 

with: Matt Cook, former Colorado narcotics officer, now a consultant to the medical marijuana 

industry; Ean Seeb, owner of Denver Relief, a medical marijuana dispensary; Kristi Kelly, 

investor in a dispensary; Tripp Keber, CEO of Dixie Elixirs, which makes cannabis-laced edibles; 

Sam Kamin, law professor, University of Denver; Stan Garnett, Boulder County district attorney; 

James Cole, U.S. Deputy Attoney General.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine)  

“Resignation” - an interview with Greg Smith, a former vice-president of Goldman Sachs, the 

Wall Street investment bank.  He resigned from the company by writing a critical article on the 

op-ed page of The New York Times. He discusses his reasons for leaving the firm. Also includes an 

interview with Frank Partnoy, professor of law and finance, University of San Diego;  (C: 

Anderson Cooper - P: Andy Court, Anya Bourg) 

“Spielberg” - an interview / profile of Hollywood filmmaker Steven Spielberg, who discusses 

how his personal life is often reflected in his films and characters. Also discussed is his upcoming 

film, “Lincoln,” about President Abraham Lincoln’s effort to get the Thirteenth Amendment, 

abolishing slavery, passed by Congress.  Also includes interviews with Spielberg’s parents, 

Arnold Spielberg and Leah Adler. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Ruth Streeter, Rebecca Peterson) 

Update: “Armstrong” (OAD: 05/22/11) 

 

10/28/12 “The Death and Life of Asheboro” - a report on the impact of the recession and job outsourcing 

on the North Carolina factory town of Asheboro and its surrounding area.  Some businesses have 

coped, others have faltered, and new entrepreneurs have contributed to the still slow recovery 

pace.  Includes interviews with: Bill Redding, owner, Acme-McCrary textile company; Amelia 

Hill, diner owner, Ramseur, North Carolina; Jenny Fulton, owner, Miss Jenny’s Pickles; Bobby 

and Sugar Berry, factory workers.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Robert G. Anderson, Daniel Ruetenik) 

“Stealing History” - a report on the theft of precious historical artifacts from our National 

Archives, and what is being done to combat this.  The report focuses on Barry Landau, a conman 

who posed as a “presidential historian” and stole thousands of items from various archives.  

Includes interviews with: Rod Rosenstein, U.S. Attorney; Paul Brachfeld, inspector general of the 

National Archives; Pat Anderson, director, Maryland Historical Society; Mitch Yockelson, 

Archival Recovery Team agent.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Katherine Davis) 

“Face Of The Franchise” - an interview / profile of Shahid Khan, a billionaire who last year 

bought pro football’s Jacksonville (Florida) Jaguars.  Pakistani-born, a Muslim, and a U.S. citizen 

since 1991, Khan is the first ethnic minority member to own an NFL team. Also includes 

comments by Khan’s mother, Zakia, and his brother, Faran.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: Clem Taylor) 

The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “Rocky Mountain High” (OAD: 

10/21/12) 

 

 



48 HOURS 
 

10/06/12 48 HOURS: “Friends for Life” - a report about Robyn Davis and Carol “Sissy” Saltzman, best 

friends for twenty years, who were charged with murder after Robyn’s husband, Brian Davis, was 

found shot to death alongside his car on an isolated road in St. Charles, Louisiana. Brian had 

married Robyn, his third wife, in 2008, but continued to have an eye for women; Robyn was not 

happy with his cheating.  On June 29, 2009, Brian Davis disappeared. According to Robyn and 

Sissy, he had left to go boat shopping and never came home. Police soon began to suspect Robyn. 

Then Sissy, too, came under scrutiny. An examination of their cell phone records convinced police 

the women were lying. Investigators discovered that Robyn had recently lost her job, had 

gambling debts, and was on the verge of losing her house. Police believed one or both of the 

women shot and killed Brian Davis. Three years after the murder, Robyn and Sissy went on trial 

together.   Several jurors expressed in interviews the opinion that investigators hadn’t done their 

jobs and they had trouble with contradictions in Robyn’s story. Jurors also learned of a life 

insurance police that Robyn tried to cash in just two weeks after Brian’s death. The jury vote was 

eleven for guilty and one for acquittal. In Louisiana, only 10 jurors are needed for a murder 

conviction: Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman are both convicted. They are both serving their time 

in the same correctional facility and see each other in the jail’s church.  Onscreen text graphic: 

Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman plan to appeal the verdict. If the appeal is denied, Brian’s life 

insurance, worth $645,000,  goes to his family. Brian’s former mistress, Fannie Dietz, is back 

together with her husband, Steve. Interviewed: Robyn Davis and Sissy Saltzman; Fannie Dietz, 

Brian Davis’ mistress; Steve Dietz, her husband; Tony Mancuso, Calcasieu Parish Sheriff; Scott 

Davis, Brian’s brother; Rick Bryant, special prosecutor; Marcy Wilson, a friend of both women; 

Shane Hinch, Saltzman’s attorney; Glen Vamvoras, Robyn Davis’ attorney; Jurors Felicia Ballard, 

Sherry Lusk, Shandrika Washington. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Alec Sirken, Taigi Smith) 

 

10/13/12 48 HOURS: “Collision Course” - Brittney Brashers, a 21-year-old Air Force member, died while 

driving home with her ex-boyfriend, Robbie Walters in November, 2009. On the surface, her death 

seemed like an accident; however, Robbie had walked away from the car crash unscathed, which 

posed questions to authorities. The Denver, Colorado Police and Detective Troy Bisgard were 

convinced they had a homicide on their hands and that Robbie was responsible-- but they had no 

way to prove it. All along, Robbie maintained he was a passenger in the car and told police he 

didn’t know what happened since he was falling asleep because the two of them had been 

drinking. Medical Examiner John Carver noticed that Brittney’s injuries did not seem to come 

from the car accident when he saw bruising around her temple and upper right cheek. Instead, 

Carver thought Brittney was hit on her right side and strangled... but he came up short with 

evidence to prove this was a homicide. A breakthrough in the case occurred when Robbie’s wife 

Elena took a call from Det. Bisgard. Throughout his relationship with Brittney and after Brittney 

died, Robbie Walters had been married.  After Brittney died, and knowing all about their affair, 

Elena took Robbie back. Elena told Det. Bisgard that she had recorded Robbie confessing to 

murdering Elena more than a dozen times. Three days after speaking with Elena, Det. Bisgard 

flew to California where the couple lived and arrested Robbie, charging him with first-degree 

murder. While awaiting trial, Robbie enlisted a fellow inmate to help him arrange to have Elena 

killed, but the inmate turned out to be a witness for the prosecution.  Robbie was charged with 

soliciting Elena’s murder. At the trial the jury took two days to deliberate and found Robbie guilty 

of murder. Jurors acquitted Robbie of conspiring to murder Elena. Robbie was sentenced to life 

without parole. Onscreen text graphic: Elena Walters now lives in an undisclosed location under 

a new name. Interviewed: Steve Sanchez, 911 caller; Barry Brashers, Brittney’s dad; John 

Brashers, Brittney’s brother; Robbie Walters, Brittney’s ex-boyfriend; Detective Troy Bisgard; 

Ret. Master Sgt. Art Figeroa, Brittney’s boss; Tiffany Peeples, Brittney’s best friend; Brittany 

Austin-Goyne, Brittney’s teammate; Dr. John Carver, Medical Examiner; Elena Walters, Robbie’s 

wife; Phil Geigle and Helen Morgan, Prosecutors; Jonathyn Priest, State Expert.  (C: Susan 

Spencer - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Peter Henderson) 

 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

 

10/20/12 48 HOURS: “The Preacher’s Passion” - Felicia Tang was an actress and model in Hollywood, 

CA. Her boyfriend, Brian Randone, was an inspirational preacher and one-time reality show 

contestant. Two months after they met in Las Vegas, Tang was living in Randone’s Los Angeles 

home. After a night of passion, Tang was dead. On the morning of September 11, 2009, Randone 

summoned police because Tang wasn’t breathing. He maintained she overdosed on the drug GHB 

(Gamma hydroxybutyric), which they both took before going to bed. However, police didn’t buy 

the story. Police believed he beat Tang to death because they counted some 320 bruises, 

lacerations and abrasions on her body. The medical examiner who did the autopsy on Tang 

believes the bruising on her face and bite mark on her tongue were a result of Tang’s struggle to 

breathe. Randone was charged with her murder and after prosecutors saw her body, they added 

another charge: torture. On November 14, 2011, two years after Tang’s death, the trial began in a 

Pasadena courtroom. Prosecutors tried to prove Randone caused Tang’s death, but the defense 

painted Tang as a drug addict and said she died of an overdose. The defense called former San 

Diego Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. Harry Bonnell to the stand. Dr. Bonnell said homicide is 

impossible in this case because the PEA (pulseless electrical activity) found in Felicia’s body 

proves it. He went on to tell the jury there is no PEA in smothering victims and the causes of PEA 

are drugs or blood volume loss. Prosecution was denied the opportunity to rebut Dr. Bonnell’s 

testimony. The jury came up with the verdict of not guilty of torture and not guilty of murder. 

Jurors, who did not want their names to appear on the episode, claimed Dr. Bonnell’s testimony 

was crucial in declaring Randone not guilty. Several medical examiners “48 HOURS” consulted 

made clear they would have testified that Dr. Bonnell was incorrect, and PEA is possible in 

smothering. Onscreen text graphic: Brian Randone is suing various Los Angeles County law 

enforcement agencies for $21 million for false arrest, wrongful imprisonment, and emotional 

distress. Interviewed: Brian Randone, Felicia Tang’s boyfriend; Detective Richard Doney; 

Detective Brian Schoonmaker; Christina (no last name), Felicia’s best friend; Mike Ferrara, 

DSport Magazine; Patty and Terry Randone, Brian’s parents; Mark Overland, Brian’s defense 

attorney; Trinka Porrata, Ret. LAPD narcotics officer; Dr. Harry Bonnell, Fmr. San Diego Deputy 

Medical Examiner; Juror 6 and Juror 10, appearing anonymously on camera.  (C: Maureen Maher 

- P: Chuck Stevenson, Greg Fisher, Sarah Prior) 

 

10/27/12 48 HOURS: “Lina’s Heart” - Lina Kaufman was a married mother of two when one morning her 

husband found her in the bathroom, slumped over a magazine rack. Adam Kaufman called 911 

and unsuccessfully tried to revive her. Lina’s death gripped Aventura, Florida because she was 33-

years-old when she died in 2007, and the circumstances around her death were strange. For 

eighteen months, Adam says he badgered the Dade County, Florida medical examiner’s office 

seeking a conclusive explanation for his wife’s death. They thought she may have had an allergic 

reaction to a spray tan, but in April 2009, Adam was charged with killing his wife by “mechanical 

asphyxiation”. The trial began in May 2012 and the prosecution led the jury to believe the couple 

had an unhappy marriage, and fought the morning of Lina’s death. Adam’s defense no longer 

blamed Lina’s death on her spray tan because there wasn’t enough evidence to support it, and 

instead they attacked what they believed to be a botched investigation by the police. There was 

bruising and abrasions found on Lina’s arms and legs and the defense said this was from Lina 

being moved from room to room by firefighters, and not a struggle with Adam. Moreover the 

defense said Lina died of natural causes and undiagnosed heart failure, more specifically acute and 

chronic myocarditis. Adam himself, and Lina’s mother, Frida Aizman, both testified about Lina’s 

prior fainting spells.  Frida Aizman shared her support and love for Adam while on the stand. 

After eight hours, the jury reached a verdict of not guilty. Onscreen text graphic: Adam 

Kaufman plans to write a book about his ordeal. Interviewed: Adam Kaufman, Lina’s husband; 

Seth Kaufman, Adam’s twin brother; Elaine Kaufman, Adam’s mother; Frida Aizman, Lina’s 

mother; Melissa Fedowitz and Jennifer Ben Sadon, Lina’s friends; Kathleen Hoague, prosecutor; 

Michael Castro, first responder; Kimberly Burk, paramedic; Bill Matthewman, defense attorney; 

Al Milian, defense attorney; Anna Howell, crime scene technician; Joe Mansfield, prosecutor; 

Doctors that testified about Lena’s heart: Dr. John Stollard, Dr. Bruce Hyma, Dr. Satish Chundru, 



Dr. John Marraccini, Dr. Michael Baden, Dr. Chester Gwin, and Dr. Erik Mont; Dr. Gregory 

Davis, medical examiner.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed) 

 

 



CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES 
 

10/03/12 CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from the University of Denver 

in Denver, Colorado) of the first of three presidential debates between President Barack Obama, 

the Democratic nominee, and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, the Republican 

nominee. Tonight’s debate is about domestic issues. The debate moderator: Jim Lehrer (PBS). The 

debate itself concluded at 10:33pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was 

commentary by CBS News Correspondents Scott Pelley (anchor, University of Denver); Nancy 

Cordes; Jan Crawford; and CBS News political director John Dickerson.  Further commentary was 

given by  Julianna Goldman, White House Correspondent, Bloomberg News: Major Garrett, 

White House Correspondent, National Journal; Rana Foroohar, assistant managing editor, Time.  

The commentary portion also included selected recorded excerpts of the debate, and concluded 

with CBS News Correspondent Anthony Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK 

KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave 

their reactions. 

 

10/16/12 CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from Hofstra University in 

Hempstead, Long Island, New York) of the second of three presidential debates between President 

Barack Obama, the Democratic nominee, and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, the 

Republican nominee.  Tonight’s debate is in the town hall format, with undecided voters posing 

questions to the candidates.  The debate moderator: Candy Crowley (CNN).  The debate itself 

concluded at 10:39pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was commentary by CBS 

News Correspondents Scott Pelley (anchor, Hofstra University); Norah O’Donnell; Nancy Cordes; 

Jan Crawford; and CBS News political director John Dickerson.  Further commentary was given 

by Major Garrett, White House Correspondent, National Journal.  The commentary portion also 

included Correspondent Anthony Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK 

KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave 

their reactions. 

 

10/22/12 CAMPAIGN 2012: PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from Lynn University in Boca 

Raton, Florida) of the third and final presidential debate between President Barack Obama, the 

Democratic nominee, and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, the Republican nominee.  

Tonight’s debate is about foreign policy.  The debate moderator: Bob Schieffer (CBS News).  The 

debate itself concluded at 10:34pm.  Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was 

commentary  by CBS News Correspondents Scott Pelley (anchor, Lynn University); Norah 

O’Donnell; Nancy Cordes; Jan Crawford; Juan Zarate, CBS News national security analyst; and 

CBS News political director John Dickerson.  Further commentary was given by Major Garrett, 

White House Correspondent, National Journal.  The commentary portion also included 

Correspondent Anthony Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK KnowledgePanel poll 

of about 500 uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave their reactions. 

 

CAMPAIGN 2012: VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 
 

10/11/12 CAMPAIGN 2012: VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live coverage (from Centre College, 

Danville, Kentucky) of the single vice presidential debate between Vice President Joseph R. 

Biden, the Democratic nominee, and Representative Paul D. Ryan, the Republican nominee. The 

debate moderator: Martha Raddatz (ABC News). The debate itself concluded at 10:32pm.  

Included in CBS News coverage after the debate was commentary by CBS News Correspondents 

Scott Pelley (anchor, NY); Norah O’Donnell; Nancy Cordes; Jan Crawford; and CBS News 

political director John Dickerson.  The commentary portion also included Correspondent Anthony 

Mason’s report of the results of a CBS News / GfK KnowledgePanel poll of about 500 

uncommitted voters who watched the debate and then gave their reactions. 

 

 

 

* * * *  



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

NOVEMBER 2012 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

11/04/12 Guests: Ben Tracy, CBS News Correspondent (1); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (2); 

John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (2); Rich Lowry, National Review (2); Dee Dee 

Myers, Vanity Fair (2); David Gergen, Harvard University (2); Stuart Rothenberg, The 

Rothenberg Political Report (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Director of Elections (3); Larry 

Sabato, University of Virginia Center for Politics (3); Leslie Sanchez, Republican Strategist, 

Founder and CEO, Impacto Group (3); Anna Greenberg, Democratic Pollster (3) 

1) a report on the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy from Tuckerton Beach, NJ. 

2) Topics include: potential impact Hurricane Sandy could have nationally on the campaigns of 

President Obama and Mr. Romney, as well as on voter turnout in the Northeast; positive impact 

the various endorsements have had on President Obama’s popularity; significant increase in 

duration -- eighteen months for the current presidential race -- of the presidential campaign cycle; 

predictions as to who will be the victor in Tuesday’s election / possibility of one of the candidates 

winning the popular vote and the other winning the Electoral College vote / opinion that 

Tuesday’s winner will face a country that will remain “bitterly and closely divided” / how the 

partisanship has affected the campaign tactics for each candidate 

3) Topics include: detailed analysis and predictions regarding the presidential election; possible 

impact Hurricane Sandy had on the campaigns of President Obama and Mr. Romney; predictions 

regarding the elections in the House of Representatives and the Senate 

4) Face The Nation Flashback topic: a look back at election night 2000 and the role that the 

election results for the state of Florida had in determining the next president of the United States 

 

11/11/12 Guests: Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (1); David Axelrod, Senior Strategist, Obama Campaign 

(2); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (3) (4); David Gergen, Harvard University (3) (4); 

Dee Dee Myers, Vanity Fair (4); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4) 

1) Topics include: CIA Director General David Petraeus’s decision to resign after admitting to an 

extramarital affair; the September 11th attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya / criticism 

of U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice’s response to questions about the attack in Benghazi / rumor that 

Ambassador Rice is being considered for Secretary of State; November 6th presidential election / 

need for the Republican Party to appeal to Hispanic voters; upcoming fiscal cliff negotiations 

2) Topics include: upcoming fiscal cliff negotiations / President Obama’s position regarding the 

negotiations of what is and what is not acceptable / reaction to comments from Speaker of the 

House John Boehner regarding the fiscal cliff negotiations; thoughts on the recent presidential race 

/ President Obama’s recent visit to his campaign headquarters, where he expressed his gratitude to 

the young volunteers 

3) Topics include: reaction to CIA Director General Petraeus’s decision to resign after admitting to 

an extramarital affair 

4) Topics include: reaction to CIA Director General Petraeus’s decision to resign after admitting to 

an extramarital affair / skepticism regarding the timing of this scandal and suspicion that it is 

perhaps in retaliation against General Petraeus for the incident in Benghazi; Mr. Dickerson’s 

reports focusing on the state of Ohio and its role in the election, as well as the extensive work 

undertaken by both campaigns, each hoping to secure victory / disbelief and soul searching 

amongst those involved in the Romney campaign and other members of the Republican Party over 

their loss in the presidential election / need for the Republican Party to appeal to Hispanic voters / 

the necessity for soul searching amongst Republican Party members / role of the Tea Party in the 

Republican Party and the underlying tension that it sometimes creates; upcoming fiscal cliff 

negotiations / possibility of fashioning a fiscal bargain based on the Simpson-Bowles Commission 

/ dreams of a compromise between Republicans and Democrats 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: humorous quips from late night television talk show hosts, 

commenting on the end of the presidential election 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

11/18/12 Guests: Allen Pizzey, CBS News Correspondent (1); Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Correspondent 

(2); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (3) (7); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed 

Services Committee (4); Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Assistant Majority Leader (5); Senator 

Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Select Committee on Intelligence (6); Bob Orr, Justice and Homeland 

Security Correspondent, CBS News (7); Tom Ricks, author, “The Generals: American Military 

Command from World War II to Today” (7); Margaret Brennan, State Department Correspondent, 

CBS News (7) 

1) a report from Tel Aviv, Israel, on the escalating Israel-Palestine conflict 

2) a phone report from Gaza, Palestine, on the intensifying Israel-Palestine conflict 

3) thoughts on the diplomacy process for the accelerating Israel-Palestine conflict 

4) Topics include: thoughts on how the United States could assist diplomatically in the current 

Israel-Palestine conflict; criticism of U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice’s response to questions about 

the September 11th attack on the American consulate in Benghazi, Libya / lack of support for the 

nomination of Ambassador Rice as Secretary of State / condemnation of the Obama 

administration’s “narrative” concerning the attack 

5) Topics include: support for Ambassador Rice and defense of Ambassador Rice’s comments 

regarding the attack, based upon the information provided to her at the time by U.S. intelligence 

agencies / speculation as to why intelligence agencies were reluctant to divulge information on the 

attack, as well as the belief that this issue has been “stoked up” because it occurred in the midst of 

a presidential campaign 

6) Topics include: the September 11th attack on the American consulate in Benghazi, Libya; 

reasons behind her decision to retire from the Senate; upcoming fiscal cliff negotiations 

7) Topics include: update on the three investigations related to General David Petraeus’s decision 

to resign as CIA Director after admitting to an extramarital affair -- the internal CIA review of 

whether or not former Director Petraeus misused any agency assets during his fourteen months on 

the job, the Department of Defense review of the communications and e-mails between General 

Allen and Tampa socialite Jill Kelley, and the FBI investigation into Paula Broadwell, biographer 

of Petraeus, because of her handling and perhaps her mishandling of classified information; update 

on the investigation related to the September 11th attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya 

/ thoughts on why the Obama administration and intelligence agencies were reluctant to divulge 

information on the attack / opinion that the issue has been politicized because it occurred in the 

midst of a presidential campaign; the escalating Israel-Palestine conflict / belief that this conflict is 

in preparation for Israel’s likely war with Iran 

 

11/25/12 Guests: Holly Williams, CBS News Correspondent (1); Bob Woodward, author, “The Price of 

Politics” (2); Doris Kearns Goodwin, author, “Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham 

Lincoln” (2); Evan Thomas, author, “Ike's Bluff: President Eisenhower's Secret Battle to Save the 

World” (2); Jon Meacham, author, “Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power” (2); Gillian Flynn, 

author, “Gone Girl: A Novel” (3); Chris Pavone, author, “The Expats: A Novel” (3); Alex Stone, 

author, “Fooling Houdini: Magicians, Mentalists, Math Geeks, and the Hidden Powers of the 

Mind” (3); David Baldacci, author, “The Forgotten” (3) 

1) a report on the violent clashes in Cairo, Egypt, between police and protestors who oppose 

President Mohamed Morsi and his attempt to assert broad new powers 

2) Topics include: anecdotes about and lessons learned from the current president and the former 

presidents featured in the books by each respective author / advice for President Obama on 

accomplishing objectives during his second term / thoughts on the current government 

partisanship and advice on how to end it; research done by the actor Daniel Day-Lewis, as he 

prepared to undertake the role of former President Abraham Lincoln; unanimous opinions that the 

fiscal cliff negotiations will be successful before the year ends 

3) Topics include: description of each novel by the respective authors / inspiration and life 

experiences  behind each of their subjects; demonstration of card tricks by Mr. Stone 

 

 



60 MINUTES 
 

11/04/12 “The Broken Senate” - an examination of the factors which have created a partisan gridlock in 

the U.S. Senate, and have allowed it to continue. Includes a joint interview with Senator Harry 

Reid (D-NV), Democratic Senate Majority Leader, and Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate 

Minority Leader.  Also includes interviews with: Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK); retiring Senator 

Olympia Snowe (R-ME); former Senator Evan Bayh (D-IN); and Steven Smith, professor, 

Washington University.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Ira Rosen, Gabrielle Schonder) 

“McCullough” - Part one of a two-part interview with popular author and historian David 

McCullough, who discusses, among other topics, Harry Truman, negative political campaigning, 

and the genesis in Philadelphia of the American Revolution. (C: Morley Safer - P: David 

Browning) 

“Leader Of ‘The Pack’” - an interview / profile of Greenbay Packers quarterback Aaron 

Rodgers, a former Super Bowl MVP and one of the best quarterbacks in the NFL, who once was 

considered too small for college football. Also includes comments by Craig Rigsbee, head coach, 

Butte College; and an interview with Green Bay linebacker Clay Matthews and Green Bay 

receiver Greg Jennings. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Robert G. Anderson, Nicole Young)  

Commentary - brief remarks from Morley Safer on the impact of Hurricane Sandy 

 

11/11/12 “Belle Harbor” - a report on the impact of Hurricane Sandy on Belle Harbor, a New York City 

neighborhood in the borough of Queens, on the Rockaway peninsula. Includes interviews with 

Belle Harbor residents Dennis and Susan Brady, and their sons Brian, Jimmy and Patrick; Mike 

McDonnell; Kenny and Liz Dean; Jim O’Conner; Sean Heeran; and James Brennan, a 

restauranteur and former resident who returned to help in the recovery.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Clem 

Taylor, Robert G. Anderson, Magalie Laguerre Wilkinson, Nicole Young, Daniel Ruetenik) 

“3 Million Open Jobs” - a report on the difficulties faced by U.S. manufacturers in filling jobs 

requiring skills to operate high-tech machinery. Includes interviews with: Karl Hutter, COO, Click 

Bond, Inc.; Ryan Costella, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Click Bond, Inc.; Ryan Vre Non and 

Jamie Pacheco, job training program participants; Klaus Kleinfeld, CEO, Alcoa; Peter Cappelli, 

Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: David Schneider)   

“McCullough” - Part two of a two-part interview with popular author and historian David 

McCullough, who discusses, among other topics, the influence of Paris upon the young Americans 

who visited the city after the founding of the U.S., including Samuel Morse, Augustus Saint-

Gaudens, and Charles Sumner.  Includes footage of McCullough in conversation with actress 

Olivia de Havilland.  McCullough also talks about the construction and the meaning of the 

Brooklyn Bridge.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) 

Update: “Rocky Mountain High” (OAD: 10/21/12) 

Update: “The Broken Senate” (OAD: 11/04/12) 

 

11/18/12 “The Super Cartel” - a report on how Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents and 

Colombian police brought down a huge Colombian drug cartel, a Bogota-based operation that was 

supplying forty-two percent of the Colombian cocaine in the U.S. Includes interviews with: Luis 

Sierra, ICE Special Agent; Steve Kleppe, ICE Agent, Colombia; and an unidentified (identity-

concealed) ICE agent. (C: Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg)   

“The Baby Lab” - a report on how studies at Yale University are finding that babies as young as 

a few months old seem to have a sense of morality. The studies are also exploring the origins of 

bias. Includes interviews with: Karen Wynn, director, Infant Cognition Center, Yale University; 

Paul Bloom, professor of psychology, Yale University.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) 

“The College Game” - a report on how large-scale college football programs have become 

critical tools in the efforts of colleges to raise revenues, bolster their images, and win 

championships that will attract more students and better players.  Includes interviews with: Dave 

Brandon, athletic director, University of Michigan; Brady Hoke, head coach, University of 

Michigan; Nick Saban, head coach, University of Alabama; Mike Waddell, athletic director, 

Towson University; Denard Robinson, quarterback, University of Michigan.  (C: Armen Keteyian 

- P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

Update: “The Blowout” (OAD: 05/16/10) 



60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

11/25/12 “Children Helping Children” - an interview with child welfare activist Craig Kielburger about 

“Free The Children”, an international charity which he founded when he himself was a child in 

order to fight the exploitation of children.  It now has two million volunteers, nearly all of them 

under the age of eighteen. Also includes interviews with Magdalena Dutkowska and Joey 

Hopkins, volunteers in Kenya, and Sharon (no last name), a Kenyan student. (See also: "One 

Child's Labor", OAD: 04/21/96) (C: Scott Pelley - P: Nicole Young) 

“The New York City Ballet” - a report on the New York City Ballet company, featuring an 

interview with Ballet Master-in-Chief Peter Martins, and a profile of the company under his 

leadership, as Martins builds its future while sustaining the legacy of its founder, George 

Balanchine. Also includes brief interviews with: Sir Paul McCartney, composer; and Robbie 

Fairchild, dancer.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Ruth Streeter, Terry Manning) 

“Lion Kings” - an interview / profile of National Geographic filmmakers Dereck and Beverly 

Joubert, who have been living for thirty years in Botswana, in the heart of southern Africa, filming 

Africa’s lions and other big cats.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan) 

The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “The College Game” (OAD: 11/18/12) 

 

48 HOURS 
 

11/03/12 PREEMPTION 

 

11/10/12 48 HOURS: “Secrets of the River” - Mackenzie Cowell was a high school senior and aspiring 

model who was studying at a beauty school when she made a dinner date with her father, Reid, in 

February 2010. Mackenzie never made dinner, and Reid received a call from police saying his 

daughter’s car was found abandoned on a ranch, 40 miles from their home in Wenatchee, 

Washington. Four days later Mackenzie was found dead along the banks of the Columbia River. 

She had been strangled, stabbed and beaten. Investigators looked at a list of potential suspects, 

including her boyfriend, who failed part of a lie-detector test, though he had a solid alibi. They 

talked to her parents, who had gone through a bitter divorce. And police talked to her mother’s 

boyfriend, with whom she had tangled with in the past. Liz Reid, a police informant, came 

forward claiming to have seen the actual murder on videotape -- shot by the killers.  However as 

the task force began to investigate this, a tip came in about Chris Wilson, a classmate of 

Mackenzie’s from the Academy of Hair Design. After police linked DNA at the crime scene to 

Wilson, he was charged with her murder. Wilson claimed he was innocent and his mother hired 

attorney John Henry Browne.  Police dismissed Liz Reid’s story after she changed it several times 

and they did not find a video. When the task force searched the apartment that Wilson lived in 

during the time of the murder, they found a stain which tested positive for Mackenzie’s DNA. 

Prior to the trial, D.A. Gary Reisen made Wilson an offer -- plead guilty to manslaughter and serve 

only six-and-half years in prison -- but Wilson turned it down and the trial began. Fearing an 

unfair trial after the jury questionnaires came back believing Wilson was guilty, Chris Wilson 

accepted a new plea deal -- fourteen years in prison in exchange for agreeing to these words: “...I 

also did recklessly cause the death of Mackenzie Cowell by strangulation and by stabbing her with 

a knife”.  Chris Wilson believes he was framed by law enforcement.  On Screen Graphics: 

Christopher Wilson may be eligible for release from prison in 2023. He will be 42 years old. 

Former police informant Liz Reid recently received a scholarship to attend the University of 

Washington. Interviewed: Reid Cowell, Mackenzie’s father; Sandy Francis, Reid’s fiancee; 

Joaquin Villasano, Mackenzie’s boyfriend; Detective John Kruse, Wenatchee Police Dept.; 

Robbin Wagg, Douglas County Chief Deputy; Liz Reid, police informant; Wendy Cowell, 

Mackenzie’s mother; Christopher Wilson, Mackenzie’s classmate; Jefferson Robbins, 

investigative reporter, The Wenatchee World, CBS News consultant; Kathleen Zornes, Wilson’s 

mother; Amelia Savage, Wilson’s best friend; John Henry Browne, Wilson’s attorney; Emma 

Scanlon, Wilson’s attorney; Gary Reisen, prosecutor; Emmanuel “Buddah” Cerros, accused by Liz 

Reid of Mackenzie’s murder.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: James Stolz) 

 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

 

11/17/12 48 HOURS: “Soccer Moms Confidential” (9:00-10:00p) - a report on the investigation of ex-

cop turned private eye Chris Butler who staffed his San Francisco Bay area firm with local soccer 

moms to solve cases. Butler and his firm of private investigator moms became media sensations -- 

Lifetime Television started a reality show based on the P.I. Moms. Reporter Pete Crooks was 

invited to write about the real-life “Charlie’s Angels”, but the story took a strange turn when he 

learned from a confidential informant that most of the cases were staged, crooked cops were 

involved, and that Butler was dealing drugs with top California narcotics cop Norm Wielsch. 

Butler and Wielsch were also running a massage parlor which was allegedly a front for 

prostitution. On Screen Text Graphics: A trial date has not been set. If convicted, Chris Butler and 

Norm Wielsch could face up to life in prison on several of the charges. Updated on-screen text 

graphic for the 11/17/12 rebroadcast: Chris Butler was sentenced to eight years in prison. But 

he could be released a year early in April 2019. He would be fifty-eight years old. Norm Wielsch 

is scheduled to go on trial in January 2013. Includes interviews with: Norm Wielsch; Pete Crooks, 

Senior Editor of Diablo, a pop culture magazine and a CBS News Consultant; Carl Marino, 

Director of Operations for the agency; Ryan Romano, decoy at the agency; Dr. Phil McGraw, TV 

Host; Michael Cardoza, Wielsch’s attorney; Ami Wiltz, P.I. Mom; Denise Antoon, P.I. Mom; 

Charmagne Peters, P.I. Mom.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chuck Stevenson, Peter Shaw, Greg 

Fisher) (OAD: 02/18/12) 

 

11/17/12 48 HOURS: “Highway of Tears” (10:00-11:00p) - A report on the more than twenty girls and 

women, who since 1969, have disappeared or been killed along the stretch of pavement in rural 

British Columbia, Canada, known as Highway 16.  To locals, the road is now known simply as 

“The Highway of Tears”.  Maddy Scott may be one of the roadway’s many victims. On May 28, 

2012, the 21-year-old went to a party with 50 others at Hogsback Lake, not far from the highway, 

only to never be seen again. Just six months earlier, in the same town, 15-year-old Loren Leslie’s 

body was found on a logging road not far from Highway 16. Leslie was brutally beaten and 

molested.  There are signs all along Highway 16 warning women not to hitchhike because a killer 

might be on the loose, but the murders have not ceased. Police arrested 20-year-old Cody 

Legebokoff in Leslie’s murder. A patrolman pulled him over, thinking he was poaching game. He 

had Leslie’s ID in his truck. Her body was just down the road. Legebokoff has since been 

identified as the alleged killer of three others, though police have not revealed how they’ve 

connected him to the murders that occurred in 2009 and 2010. Still, because of his age, police 

know Legebokoff couldn’t be responsible for all of the murders along Highway 16. Just two 

months ago, officials at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) got a break in some cases 

because they linked DNA samples from one of the highway’s victims, Colleen MacMillen, found 

murdered in 1974, to Bobby Jack Fowler.  Police also believe Fowler, a Texas native who worked 

as a roofer in Prince George, may have killed as many as twenty people in the United States and 

Canada.  Victims of Highway 16 mentioned in this broadcast: Alberta Williams, Delphine Nikal, 

Lana Derrick, Monica Ignas, Monica Jack, Ramona Wilson, Tamara Chipman, Gail Weys, Pamela 

Darlington. On Screen Graphics: Cody Legebokoff, accused of murdering Loren Leslie and 

three other women, is expected to stand trial in September 2013. Investigators believe Bobby Jack 

Fowler may have killed as many as 20 people across the United States and Canada. Interviewed: 

Dawn and Eldon Scott, Parents of Madison (Maddy) Scott; Bob Friel, investigative reporter, 

Outside magazine, CBS News consultant; Sgt. Ken Floyd and Constable Tom Wamsteeker, Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police; Amanda Fitzpatrick, Jasmine Klassen and Jordy Bolduc, Maddy’s 

friends; Doug and Donna Leslie, parents of Loren Leslie; Charleine Laing, Loren’s friend; Garett 

Anatole, Cody’s friend; Sgt. Wayne Clary, RCMP; Claudia Williams, Alberta’s sister; Matilda 

Wilson, Ramona’s mother; Tom Chipman, Tamara’s father; Kevin and Shawn MacMillen, 

Colleen’s brothers; Ron Benson, Investigator.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Paul LaRosa, Clare 

Friedland, Alec Sirken) 

 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

 

11/24/12 48 HOURS: “Presumed Guilty” - a report on the nearly thirty year effort of Frank O’Connell 

and his son Nick, to overturn his conviction for the 1984 murder of Jay French in Pasadena, 

California.  French was the ex-husband of Jeanne, a woman O’Connell had dated for a short time 

months before.  French and his ex-wife, Jeanne, had a bitter custody dispute over their son. Police 

maintained O’Connell shot French to help Jeanne. O’Connell said he was thirty miles away and 

had witnesses to prove it. On his attorney’s advice, O’Connell waived his right to a jury trial 

putting his fate in the hands of a judge. He gambled wrong and was sentenced to 25 years-to-life 

in prison. He filed four separate appeals between 1986 and 1995, and all were denied. Then he 

reached out to Centurion Ministries, a non-profit organization dedicated to overturning wrongful 

convictions. Finally in 1998, Centurion Ministries sent Frank a letter accepting his case. Kate 

Germond, Director of Centurion Ministries, knew the eyewitness to the shooting, neighbor Dan 

Druecker, was the strongest part of the state’s case against Frank. After Kate asked Dan to read the 

police files from the case, he decided to officially recant his testimony with a declaration in 

September 2008. This reversal convinced the judge to reopen the case against O’Connell, granting 

access to the entire file left behind by the detectives in 1985. Centurion discovered notes in the file 

revealing there was another witness who was not certain about their identification of O’Connell, 

much like Dan. By withholding these notes, detectives violated a 1963 Supreme Court ruling: 

authorities must reveal any evidence that could change the outcome of a trial. A judge recognized 

these actions and the ruling of Frank’s conviction was overturned. The 1985 conviction would 

remain overturned, but the original murder charges against O’Connell were not dropped. Frank 

was out on bail for 30 days until the next hearing where the District Attorney’s Office was unable 

to present enough evidence against O’Connell; the case was dismissed. Frank can still be arrested 

and retried if they do come up with new evidence.  On Screen Graphics: Frank O’Connell is the 

49th person freed by the work of Centurion Ministries. Interviewed: Lt. Dave Dolson and 

Detective Steve Lankford, LA County Sheriff’s Department; Frank O’Connell, defendant; Nick 

O’Connell, Frank’s son; Daniel Druecker, Jay French’s neighbor; Gina French, Jay’s widow; 

Rosemarie O’Connell, Frank’s mother; Kate Germond, Director of Centurion Ministries; Dr. 

Robert Shomer, expert on eyewitness testimony; Juan Mejia, Assistant District Attorney; Jolene 

French, Jay’s sister.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Judy Rybak, Doug Longhini, Linda Martin) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCAST 
 

11/23/12 CBS NEWS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Person To Person - a CBS News special 

presentation allowing some of the 21st century’s top newsmakers -- Drew Brees, Sean Penn, 

Alicia Keys, and Gabby Douglas -- to share life-changing stories, tours of their homes and/or the 

places that mean the most to them with viewers.  (1) Drew Brees, the Super Bowl-winning 

quarterback of the New Orleans Saints, and his wife Brittany, give co-hosts Lara Logan and 

Charlie Rose a tour of their New Orleans, LA home, as well as an introduction to the Brees’ three 

children.;  (2) Oscar-winning actor and director Sean Penn invites co-host Charlie Rose into his 

home in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, to discuss his work there -- both as the Founder, CEO, and 

Chairman of the Board of J/P Haitian Relief Organization, and as an Ambassador-at-Large to the 

nation of Haiti.;  (3) Musician Alicia Keys gives co-host Lara Logan a tour of her private 

recording studio -- “The Oven” -- in New York City, where she shares her new music and stories 

on motherhood, marriage, and her life’s journey.;  (4) Olympic gold medalist Gabby Douglas 

gives co-hosts Lara Logan and Charlie Rose an inside tour of her home on the road -- the bus that 

she and some of the other gymnasts have been living in for the last three months -- at a stop in 

Hartford, CT, where she shares her thoughts about winning, as well as the sacrifices and struggles 

it takes to get there.  Viewers also hear from Gabby’s mother, Natalie, who let her daughter to 

move 1,200 miles from home to train with one of the nation's top coaches.  (Hosts: Lara Logan, 

Charlie Rose.  Executive Producers: Susan Zirinsky, Judy Tygard.  Director: Rob Klug.  Senior 

Coordinating Producer: Chris Young Ritzen) 

 

 

* * * * * 
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FACE THE NATION 
 

12/02/12 Guests: Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner (1); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate 

Armed Services Committee (2); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Chairwoman, Senate Select 

Committee on Intelligence (3); Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), Chairman, House Permanent 

Select Committee on Intelligence (3) (5); Maya MacGuineas, Campaign To Fix The Debt (4); 

Mark Zandi, Moody’s Analytics (4); Rana Foroohar, TIME (4); John Dickerson, CBS News 

Political Director (4) 

1) Topics include: belief that an agreement will be reached by the end of the year in the fiscal cliff 

negotiations, but acknowledgment that opposition exists among Republicans who want to extend 

the tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans / Republican reaction to the Obama administration’s 

proposal on how to solve the nation’s debt crisis / opinion that Democrats will support the tax 

increases in President Obama’s plan, which call for a return to tax rates seen during the Clinton 

administration / President Obama’s commitment to working with Republicans on this issue / 

promise that ninety-eight percent of Americans will not see an increase in their marginal tax rates / 

examples of proposals contained in the plan / declaration that the agreement must contain an 

increase in tax rates for the wealthiest Americans 

2) Topics include: prediction that an agreement will not be met before year’s end in the fiscal cliff 

negotiations / criticism of the Obama administration’s proposal on how to solve the nations’ debt 

crisis for not dealing with entitlement reform; the September 11th attack on the U.S. Consulate in 

Benghazi, Libya / criticism of U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice and the Obama administration’s 

response to questions about the attack in Benghazi / Ambassador Rice’s recent visit to Capitol Hill 

amidst rumors that she is being considered for Secretary of State 

3) Topics include: reaction to Senator Graham’s claim that the attack in Benghazi is the result of a 

break down of information from the intelligence community / details of the attack from Senator 

Feinstein / support from Senator Feinstein and Representative Rogers for the intelligence provided 

regarding the safety in Benghazi, but shared concern over the level of security provided to 

Ambassador Stevens / explanation for and defense of Ambassador Rice’s comments to the press 

regarding the Benghazi attack due to “hastily prepared talking points” by the intelligence 

community 

4) Topics include: explanation from Ms. MacGuineas of the origin and goals of “The Campaign 

To Fix The Debt”; differing opinions regarding the outcome of the fiscal cliff negotiations / 

examples of what will happen to the American taxpayer should we “go over the cliff” / reaction to 

the news that some Democrats and Republicans believe that it is acceptable to go over the fiscal 

cliff / criticism against politicians for their inability to come to a solution and prevent the 

negotiations from progressing to last minute doomsday discussions / predictions as to how the 

fiscal cliff negotiations will play out 

5) Topics include: support from Representative Rogers for the intelligence provided regarding the 

safety in Benghazi, but shared concern over the level of security provided to Ambassador Stevens 

/ expressed disappointment that the individuals responsible for the September 11th attack have not 

been aggressively pursued / opinion that Ambassador Rice’s comments to the press regarding the 

Benghazi attack due to “hastily prepared talking points” by the intelligence community caused a 

negative impact on policy decisions 

6) Face The Nation Flashback topic: the tradition of presidential winners and losers getting 

together to meet after the election 

 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/09/12 Guests: Erskine Bowles, Co-Founder, Campaign to Fix the Debt, Co-Chair, National Commission 

on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform (1); former Senator Alan Simpson (R-WY), Co-Founder, 

Campaign to Fix the Debt, Co-Chair, National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform 

(1); Mayor Cory Booker (D-Newark, NJ) (2); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House 

Correspondent (3); Joe Klein, TIME (3); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (3); Norah 

O’Donnell, co-host, CBS This Morning (3) 

1) Topics include: examples of the dire consequences for the American economy should a deal not 

be reached and we go over the fiscal cliff / reaction to the news that some Democrats and 

Republicans believe that it is acceptable to go over the fiscal cliff / opinion that any agreement 

will need to include both higher tax rates for the rich and entitlement reforms / outline of steps that 

need to be taken in order to reach an agreement / their use of social media to draw the younger 

generation into the discussion / expressed belief from both former Senator Simpson and Mr. 

Bowles that cutting spending for health care is critical to fixing America’s economy / optimism 

that an agreement will be reached in the discussions 

2) Topics include: reaction to comments made by Senator Simpson and Mr. Bowles regarding the 

fiscal cliff negotiations / how Hurricane Sandy exposed the vulnerabilities of America’s 

infrastructure, which necessitates the need for strong economic growth; his decision to see if he 

could live on what Americans on food stamps live on -- thirty dollars --  for a week, based upon 

proposals from politicians to cut funding for the program; Mayor Booker’s interest in running 

against New Jersey Governor Chris Christie in the next election 

3) Topics include: latest news on the fiscal cliff negotiations between President Obama, his 

administration, and Speaker of the House of Representatives John Boehner and his team; South 

Carolina Senator Jim DeMint’s announcement that he is leaving the Senate to take a job at the 

Heritage Foundation; future of the Republican Party; recent negative Senate vote by some 

Republicans on the treaty on disabilities, which called on other countries to provide the same 

access and non-discrimination that the disabled have in the United States / impact of the Tea Party 

on the votes made by Republican politicians who are coming up for reelection; names of possible 

candidates for various positions within the Obama administration; speculation that Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton will run for president in 2016; the current frustrating level of bipartisanship 

in Washington, DC; latest on the crisis in Syria 

4) Face The Nation Flashback topic: humorous quips from late night television talk show hosts, 

commenting on the fiscal cliff negotiations 

 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/16/12 Guests: Lieutenant Paul Vance, Connecticut State Police (1); John Miller, CBS News Senior 

Correspondent (2) (6); Bob Orr, CBS News Justice and Homeland Security Correspondent (2) (6); 

Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) (3); Governor Dan Malloy (D-CT) (4); Dan Gross, President, 

Brady Campaign To Prevent Gun Violence (5); Dr. James Peterson, Director of Africana Studies, 

Lehigh University (5); David Frum, The Daily Beast (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Jim 

Axelrod, CBS News National Correspondent (6); Michelle Miller, CBS News Correspondent (6) 

1) The latest news in the investigation of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 

Newtown, Connecticut, which occurred on Friday, December 14th.  The gunman, Adam Lanza, 

shot and killed his mother at their home in Newtown, before he made his way to the elementary 

school, where he gunned down twenty first-grade students and six adults, and then killed himself. 

2) The latest news in the investigation of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 

Newtown, CT. 

3) Topics include: Senator Schumer’s hope that Friday’s mass shooting in Newtown, CT will lead 

to a larger discussion on gun control / need for gun control advocates to acknowledge that the 

Second Amendment allows the right to bear arms and for those who oppose gun control to admit 

that no amendment is absolute 

4) Topics include: insight into Adam Lanza’s mother Nancy, the legal purchaser and registered 

owner of the guns Adam used in Friday’s mass shooting / need for the United States to question 

prevailing guns laws, particularly those pertaining to assault weapons 

5) Topics include: hope that Friday’s mass shooting in Newtown, CT will lead to a larger 

discussion on gun control, particularly among elected officials / brief history of gun laws and 

attitudes towards gun ownership in the United States / speculation as to why gun ownership has 

increased / the National Rifle Association / mental health community’s role in the debate on gun 

ownership / keeping guns away from dangerously mentally ill and/or violently inclined individuals 

/ opinion that successful legislation will arise from those outside of the political system / Mothers 

Against Drunk Driving as the benchmark for a successful public safety campaign 

6) Topics include: the emotional impact and current atmosphere in Newtown, CT / praise for the 

well trained teachers who followed protocol in protecting their students / latest update into the 

ongoing investigation 

 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/23/12 Guests: David Keene, President, National Rifle Association (NRA) (1); Senator Kay Bailey 

Hutchison (R-TX) (2); Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) (2); Ben Affleck, Actor, Director, Founder, 

Eastern Congo Initiative (3); Representative Tim Scott (R-SC), Senator Designate (4); Mike 

Allen, Chief White House Correspondent, Politico (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State 

Department Correspondent (5); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (5) 

1) Topics include: reaction to the criticism leveled at the NRA for their position on the topic of 

gun control expressed at Friday’s news conference -- their first public statement since the mass 

shooting in Newtown, CT / call for armed security personnel to be posted at American schools / 

comparisons of gun violence statistics and homicide rates between the United States and other 

industrialized nations / commitment to continue to oppose a ban on semiautomatic weapons / his 

blame of the media, entertainment industry, video game manufacturers, and the mentally ill as the 

main threats to public safety / defense of the right of the American people to exercise their Second 

Amendment rights 

2) Topics include: reaction to Mr. Keene’s call for placing armed guards or police in schools / 

need to discuss a ban on semiautomatic weapons; optimism regarding the fiscal cliff negotiations 

3) Topics include: how Ben Affleck became philanthropically interested in Congo / brief overview 

of his organization, the Eastern Congo Initiative / details of his appearance and testimony on 

Congo made before the House Armed Services Committee; desire not to speculate on the 

possibility of running for public office; his most recent movie “Argo”, which tells the true story 

behind the rescue of the six American hostages who escaped to the Canadian Embassy during the 

1979 takeover of the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran 

4) Topics include: Tim Scott’s appointment to succeed South Carolina’s Jim DeMint in the 

Senate; decision to not comment on gun control until President Biden’s committee on gun 

violence has released its report; fiscal cliff negotiations / opinion that the onus is now on Senator 

Harry Reid and President Obama to come up with a solution; the upcoming active political season 

in South Carolina for Congressional seats 

5) Topics include: speculation regarding the possible political futures of Ben Affleck, Ted 

Kennedy Jr., and former South Carolina governor Mark Sanford; medical condition of Secretary 

of State Hillary Clinton, who suffered a concussion after fainting due to dehydration as a result of 

the flu / criticism for the lack of disclosure regarding the Secretary’s illness and injury, which has 

raised questions among some people who suspect her of trying to get out of testifying on 

Benghazi; fiscal cliff negotiations 

 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/30/12 Guests: Nancy Cordes, Congressional Correspondent, CBS News (1) (3); Major Garrett, Chief 

White House Correspondent, CBS News (1) (3); Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Senate Majority 

Whip (2); Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) (2); Joe Klein, columnist, TIME Magazine (4); Peggy 

Noonan, columnist, The Wall Street Journal (4); Dee Dee Myers, contributor, Vanity Fair (4); 

Michael Duffy, executive editor, TIME magazine 

Guest Moderator: Norah O’Donnell, Co-Host, CBS This Morning 

1) Latest information from Congress and the White House regarding the fiscal cliff negotiations. 

2) Topics include: key issues between Democrats and Republicans in reaching an agreement in the 

fiscal cliff negotiations / call for a more bipartisan effort in the negotiations / Senator Coburn’s 

opinion regarding the possibility of “going over the cliff” / Speaker of the House John Boehner’s 

role in the negotiations / entitlement reform / shared opinion of the need to create revenue / true 

cost of the Bush-era tax cuts; former Republican Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska as a possible 

choice for Defense Secretary 

3) Topics include: reaction to comments from Senators Durbin and Coburn regarding the fiscal 

cliff negotiations / President Obama’s position and attitude during the negotiating process for the 

fiscal cliff discussions / what will happen to the American people should a deal not be reached 

4) Topics include: fiscal cliff negotiations / reasons behind the partisanship in Washington, DC / 

criticism leveled against both political parties for their handling of the fiscal cliff negotiations; 

President Obama’s announcement of immigration reform and gun control as two of his top 

priorities for 2013; possible cabinet changes; latest information regarding Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton’s health / speculation regarding her future once she resigns; predictions for 2013: 

Chris Christie will win re-election as governor of New Jersey, an assault weapons ban will not 

pass, Republicans will come to term with the meaning of the 2012 election, and Hafez al-Assad 

will fall in Syria 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: a look back at some of the more memorable moments from 

Face The Nation this year 

 

 



60 MINUTES 
 

12/02/12 “The Cost of Admission” - a report on allegations that Health Management Associates, a for-

profit hospital chain, pressured its doctors to admit patients regardless of their medical needs in 

order to increase their revenues, nearly half of which last year came from Medicare and Medicaid 

programs. Includes interviews with: Nancy Alford, former director of case management, HMA 

hospital in Mesquite, Texas; Drs. Jeff Hamby, Cliff Cloonan, and Scott Rankin, all former HMA 

doctors; John Vollmer, former HMA executive vice president (footage); Alan Levine, HMA 

executive vice president; Paul Meyer, former HMA director of compliance.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: 

Michael Rey, Sam Hornblower, Oriana Zill de Granados) 

“Three Generations of Punishment” - an interview with North Korean prison camp escapee 

Shin Dong-hyuk, who was born in the camp and who describes how three generations of a family 

will be imprisoned in the camp if just one family member is considered disloyal to the regime. 

Also includes interviews with: David Hawk, human rights investigator; Blaine Harden, journalist 

and author.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Andy Court) 

“Around the World in 20 Days” - a report on the development of “Solar Impulse” - a solar-

powered plane that can fly at night.  Thousands of solar cells on its wings transmit enough energy 

to batteries to keep it in the air from sunset to sunrise.  Includes interviews with Bertrand Piccard 

and Andre Borschberg, the two Swiss adventurers and business partners who have created the 

plane and who hope to circumnavigate the world in it without burning any fossil fuel.  (C: Bob 

Simon - P: Tom Anderson) 

 

12/09/12 “The False Confession Capital” - a report on the interrogation practices of the Chicago Police 

Department, now the subject of a federal Justice Department investigation.  Includes interviews 

with: Terrill Swift, Michael Saunders, Vincent Thames, Harold Richardson, James Harden, Robert 

Taylor, and Jonathan Barr - all of whom were found guilty of crimes, based solely on what they 

say were false confessions that were forced from them under harsh interrogations.  Also includes 

interviews with: Bob Milan, lawyer, formerly with the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office; 

Peter Neufeld, lawyer, co-founder of the Innocence Project; Anita Alvarez, Cook County State’s 

Attorney; Saul Kassin, psychology professor, John Jay College of Criminal Justice; Katie Marie 

Zouhary, student, Northwestern Law School.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: Ira Rosen, Gabrielle Schonder)  

“The Race To Save The Tortoise” - a report on efforts to save endangered turtles and tortoises, 

threatened with extinction because of human predators and a booming illegal animal trade.  

Includes an interview with activist Eric Goode about his own efforts in Madagascar; and with 

Richard Lewis, of the British conservation group, The Dureell Wildlife Trust.  (C: Lesley Stahl - 

P: Andrew Metz) 

“Hugh Jackman” - an interview / profile of Australian actor Hugh Jackman, known for his “X-

Men” role as Wolverine, and who is now playing the role of Jean Valjean in the film adaptation of 

the musical “Les Miserables”. Also includes comments by actress Deborra Lee Furness, 

Jackman’s wife.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Ruth Streeter) 

Update: “The Pledge” (OAD: 11/20/11) 

 

 



60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/16/12 “Newtown” - a report on what is now known about the mass shooting this past Friday at the 

Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut.  Includes interviews with Sally Cox, 

the school nurse; Olivia Devivo, former classmate of the gunman, Adam Lanza; Mark and Louise 

Tambascio, friends of Nancy Lanza, mother of the gunman; and Robert Fein and Bryan Vossekuil, 

former U.S. Secret Service members and co-authors of a study on school shooters.  (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Robert G. Anderson, Michael Radutzky, Nicole Young) 

“Costa Concordia” - a report on the progress and challenges of the planned maritime salvage 

operation to re-float and tow away the luxury liner Costa Concordia, which hit a huge rock and 

capsized off the Italian coast eleven months ago. Includes interviews with: senior salvage master 

Nick Sloane of Titan Salvage, an American company; project director Sergio Girotto of Micoperi, 

an Italian engineering firm; Duane “Monster” Morsner, diving team overseer.  (C: Lesley Stahl - 

P: Richard Bonin, Sabina Castelfranco)   

WEST COAST ONLY - “The Library” - a visit to the Vatican Library and a look at some of the 

oldest and most precious treasures in its archives, including 2,000-year-old copies of the gospels 

of Luke and John.  Includes interviews with: Timothy Janz, curator; Father Michael Collins, 

author; Monsignor Cesare Pasini, Library presider; Adalbert Roth, curator; Christopher Celenza, 

director, American Academy, Rome; Angela Nunez Gaetan, Mario Tiburzi, documents restoration 

workers.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning)  (OAD: 04/10/11) 

WEST COAST ONLY - Update: “The Hubble” (OAD: 10/06/02 

 

12/23/12 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “An Evening Of Music” 

 

12/30/12 “Breakthrough” - a report on a scientific advance that has enabled quadriplegic Jan Scheuermann 

to control and direct a computerized robotic arm simply by using her thoughts, which were relayed 

to the arm by two sensors which had been surgically placed directly on her brain and then 

connected to the robotic arm. Includes interviews with: Jan Scheuermann; Andy Schwartz, 

neuroscientist, University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Geoffrey Ling, neurologist, program manager of the 

U.S. Defense Department’s Revolutionizing Prosthetics program; Michael McLoughlin, electrical 

engineer, Johns Hopkins University, Maryland; Dr. Elizabeth Tyler-Kabara, neurosurgeon, 

University of Pittsburgh; Johnny Matheny, cancer victim / amputee; Dr. Albert Chi, neurosurgeon, 

University of Pittsburgh.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise Schrier Cetta)    

“Morten Storm” - an interview / profile of former Danish spy Morten Storm, who claims to have 

played a crucial role in the controversial CIA drone strike in Yemen last year that killed Anwar al 

Awlaki, the American-born Muslim cleric and Al-Qaeda leader high on the list of wanted 

terrorists.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg)  

“Judd Apatow” - an interview / profile of comedy writer / producer / director Judd Apatow, 

whose films include “This Is 40", “Knocked Up” and “The 40-Year-Old Virgin”. Also includes 

comments by his wife, actress Leslie Mann; actors Adam Sandler, Seth Rogen, Jason Segel, and 

Will Ferrell; and writer / producer Adam McKay.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Tom Anderson)  

Update: “Joy In The Congo” (OAD: 04/08/12) 

 

 



48 HOURS 
 

12/01/12 48 HOURS: “The Hunt for Mr. Wright” - a report on George Wright, who was sentenced to 

prison for the 1962 murder of New Jersey service station owner Walter Patterson, and who after 

spending 8 years in prison, escaped, and spent 40 years on the run from the authorities. This report 

follows a five-decade search of the task force comprised of the FBI, U.S. Marshals and New 

Jersey Department of Corrections officers as they searched the world for him, and Ann Patterson’s 

fight to bring her father’s killer to justice. In 1962, George Wright and Walter McGhee pleaded no 

contest to the murder of Walter Patterson, who was beaten and shot during a robbery at his Wall 

Township, NJ, Esso station. McGhee got life became the fatal bullet matched his gun; Wright got 

15-30 years. Eight years later, George Wright escaped from jail. In 1972, dressed as a priest, 

Wright smuggled a gun on an airplane as part of an elaborate hijack plot to hijack the airplane with 

members of a black militant movement. They demanded $1 million, one of the largest ransoms for 

a hijacking at that time. The hijackers also wanted a flight to Algeria, which they got, and George 

Wright disappeared again. He successfully dodged authorities and drifted around France, Germany 

and Portugal, until he found the perfect place to hide, the tiny west African country of Guinea 

Bissau. And unbelievably, he did good deeds and helped the poor while there, marrying the 

daughter of an influential Portuguese general and fathering two children. To many, his criminal 

past was an open secret. He lived there 13 years, eventually getting citizenship under an assumed 

name, Jose Luis Jorge Dos Santos. After almost 50 years, the task force hit paydirt and in 2011, 

George Wright was cornered in a Lisbon cafe. But the victory was short-lived: Portuguese 

authorities dismissed the U.S. demand for extradition, claiming that despite his phony 

identification, Wright was a Portuguese citizen and they were not obligated to turn him over. Last 

summer, with no obvious way to bring him to justice, the Patterson family made an appeal on 

Capitol Hill for help. And now, it seems that George Wright has disappeared again.  On-screen 

text graphic: The Justice Department says it did not pursue further appeals in this case. 

Interviewed: Ann Patterson and her daughters Jackie and Terry; R. J. Gallagher, retired FBI agent; 

Dan Klotz, U.S. Marshall; Rick Cope, NJ Department of Corrections; Walter McGhee, 

accomplice; Mike Finkel, GQ magazine writer, who interviewed George Wright, who is heard on 

tape from the interview; Capt. William May, pilot of hijacked Delta Airlines flight; Elaine 

Ottevaere, passenger on hijacked plane; Curtis Reed, Guinea Bisseau aid worker; Hannes 

Stegemann and Pedro Dalman, both who knew Wright in Guinea Bisseau; John Blacken, former 

U.S. Ambassador to Guinea Bisseau (1986-1989); Jonathan Winer, former State Department 

official. (C: Susan Spencer - P: Joshua Yager, Mead Stone, Jonathan Leach) 

 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/08/12 48 HOURS: “Everything to Lose” - a report on the murder  of Dana Clair Edwards and the story 

of Edwards’ mother, Deborah Edwards, who believing the alleged killer, Dana’s ex-boyfriend, Jon 

Thomas Ford (also referred to as Thomas Ford) was actually guilty, tormented him with notes and 

emails marking anniversaries, birthdays and holidays; each note including a reference to her 

daughter. Dana Clair Edwards was found dead in her home in San Antonio, Texas just after New 

Year’s 2009. She was last seen alive leaving a New Year’s Eve party just after midnight. Police 

believed the killer had also murdered her beloved rescue dog, Grit, and dumped his lifeless body 

two miles from the crime scene. Police interviewed friends and acquaintances, including John 

Thomas Ford. Though no longer a couple, they each attended the same New Year’s Eve party. 

Prosecutors soon believed that he was their main suspect, but the investigation dragged on and 

Ford remained a free man. Deborah Edwards became frustrated with the pace of the investigation 

and started writing to Ford. She sent the notes for months. Finally, a year after the murder, a break 

occurred in the case and Ford was arrested on murder charges. There were many mistakes made in 

the investigation, including lost surveillance footage and evidence, but prosecutors believed they 

could get a conviction despite Ford having hired a famed defense attorney: Dick Deguerin. In fact, 

one of the prosecutors was a former student of Deguerin.  The trial commenced and prosecutors 

were at first worried, but they used cell phone records to map his movements and dispute his alibi. 

He was found guilty. On-screen text graphic: Thomas Ford is appealing his conviction. He will 

be eligible for parole in twenty years. The remains of Dana Clair and Grit were laid to rest one 

month after the conclusion of the trial. Interviewed: Darrell J. Edwards and Deborah Edwards 

(parents of Dana Clair Edwards); Tammy Treascher, Darrel J. Edwards girlfriend; Cornelia 

Sawatzky, close friend of Edwards; William McManus, Police Chief; Catherine Babbitt, 

prosecutor; Kirsta Melton and Kathy Cunningham, co-prosecution counsels; Not interviewed: 

Dick Deguerin. (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Chris O’Connell) 

 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/15/12 48 HOURS: “Newtown” - a report updating yesterday’s mass shooting at the Sandy Hook 

Elementary School in Newtown, CT. Twenty-seven people died at the school: 20 first grade 

children and 6 adults - all women - and the shooter, Adam Lanza, who committed suicide. His 

mother, Nancy Lanza, had been killed at a second crime scene. This is the second deadliest school 

shooting in U.S. history. Includes: (1) a report on top developments in the investigation and a 

clarification of information about Nancy Lanza. . Includes remarks by landscaper Dan Holmes, 

who knew Nancy Lanza and Lee Paulson, a former worker at the school. Correspondent Jim 

Axelrod. (2) insight into the shooter, Adam Lanza, a 20-year-old described by many as brilliant. 

Includes comments by family member Marsha Lanza, and people who knew Nancy Lanza: Jim 

McBride and Dan Holmes. Correspondent: Troy Roberts. (3) a timeline of events and the latest on 

the investigation. Correspondent: John Miller. (4) report on the possible motive and evidence 

collected from both crime scenes. Correspondent: Bob Orr. (5) a report on the names and birth 

dates of the victims that have been released, accompanied by footage of some of the deceased 

including remarks by Robbie Parker, the father of 6-year-old Emilie Parker. Correspondent: Jeff 

Glor  (anchor). (6) stories of sacrifice and survival. Includes interview with Diane and Robert 

Lacotta, whose had two children at the school and who speak of teacher Victoria Soto. 

Correspondent: Peter Van Sant.; (7) the issue of gun control.  Includes comments by Adam 

Winkler, UCLA law professor, Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy, Robert, gun owner Tina 

Wilson-Cohen. Correspondent: Bill Plante. (8) what comes next for the town of Newtown, CT. 

Correspondent: Margaret Brennan. (9) a psychological profile of the shooter. Includes remarks by 

former FBI profiler Mary Ellen O’Toole and attorney and author Paul Monas. Correspondent 

Maureen Maher. (10) a report about grief in this broken community. Includes remarks by Sarah 

Simshack; Tiffany Bardelli, Leslie Lopez and daughter Desiree; Melina Santiago. Correspondent 

Michelle Miller. (11) a  report on the increase in mass shootings and legislation in California 

banning assault weapons. Includes remarks by Lt. Governor Gavin Newsome and Ronald 

Stephens, Executive Director of the National School Safety Center. Correspondent: Lee Cowan. 

(12) a remembrance of  the loss of innocent lives.  Correspondent: Richard Schlesinger.. 

(Correspondents: Jeff Glor (anchor, Newtown, CT); Troy Roberts (CT); John Miller (New York 

studio); Bob Orr (Washington, D.C.); Peter Van Sant (CT); Bill Plante (Washington, D.C.); 

Margaret Brennan (CT); Maureen Maher; Michelle Miller (CT); Lee Cowan; Richard Schlesinger 

 

12/22/12 48 HOURS: “Mystery on Twin Peaks Drive” - a report on the December 16, 1998 death of 

Ronda Reynolds, whose husband found her lifeless body with a gunshot wound to the head in her 

home on Twin Peaks Drive in Toledo, Washington. The death was quickly ruled a suicide. 

Refusing to accept the findings, Ronda’s mother, Barb Thompson, launched her own 

investigation. She enlisted the help of world-famous true crime writer Ann Rule, who eventually 

wrote the bestseller “In the Still of the Night”, about the case. Their investigation led Washington 

State authorities to revisit the case by holding a coroner’s inquest -- a rare and unusual proceeding 

-- to determine the cause of death and who might be responsible. The inquest resulted in the death 

being reclassified as a homicide and it determined that she had died at the hands of either her 

husband Ronald A. Reynolds and/or Ronald’s son, Jonathan A. Reynolds. However, the Lewis 

County prosecutor announced he would not prosecute either man because most of the evidence 

had been destroyed after Ronda’s death. The case remains an open investigation. On Screen Text 

graphic: The Reynolds family is contemplating suing Barb Thompson, Ann Rule and the Lewis 

County Coroner. Changes were proposed to Washington State’s law following the Reynold’s case. 

A judge or prosecutor would have to approve any coroner’s arrest warrant. On screen text graphic 

for the 12/22/12 rebroadcast: The Reynolds family is contemplating suing Barb Thompson, Ann 

Rule and the Lewis County Coroner. Interviewed: Barb Thompson, Ronda Reynolds’ mother; Ann 

Rule, author; Ron Reynolds, husband; Jonathan Reynolds, Ron Reynolds’ son from a previous 

marriage; Detective Jerry Berry and Detective Sergeant Glade Austin, members of the Lewis 

County Sheriff’s Department; Coroner Warren McLeod. (C: Peter Van Zant - P: Susan Mallie, 

Dena Goldstein) (OAD: 04/21/12) 

 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/29/12 48 HOURS: “The Stranger Beside Me” - On March 18, 2010, Jamie Laiaddee vanished from 

her home in a suburb of Phoenix, Arizona. Her live-in boyfriend Bryan Stewart told everyone she 

had moved to Denver, Colorado to take a new job. When detectives started searching for Jamie, 

they discovered Bryan was a con man, and suspected he was also her killer. Jamie and Bryan met 

through a University of Michigan Alumni Club, and dated for more than two years. Bryan lied to 

Jamie about most of his life.  His real name was Rick Wayne Valentini; he never attended the 

University of Michigan; he served two years in military prison; and he had three ex-wives and two 

daughters. When detectives searched Bryan/Rick’s apartment they found Jamie’s wallet and a 

small white envelope containing Jamie’s driver’s license, some credit cards, and her University of 

Michigan Alumni card, cut up into pieces. Moreover, Bryan/Rick was using her credit cards for 

online dating websites. He continued to claim Jamie took $100,000 and moved to Colorado for a 

new job, but this claim was dismissed after Jamie’s new boss showed up in court detailing how he 

had just hired Jamie - in Arizona. A jailhouse snitch took the stand and said Bryan/Rick told him 

that the police knew he killed Jamie. Bryan/Rick testified last and claimed he and Jamie 

communicated via e-mail and telephone after her disappearance, but the prosecution forced him to 

admit he had not seen or spoken to her. On March 24, 2011, a Grand Jury indicted Bryan/Rick on 

charges of second-degree murder of his girlfriend, Jamie Laiaddee. He was also charged with 

fraud for using her credit cards without her permission. On-Screen Graphics: Bryan Stewart is 

now inmate 268586 and is known to his jailers as Rick Wayne Valentini. His sentence for murder 

and fraud: 54 years. On screen text graphic for the 12/29/12 rebroadcast: Bryan Stewart is now 

inmate 268586 and is known to his jailers as Rick Wayne Valentini. His sentence for murder and 

fraud: 54 years. He is appealing his conviction. Interviewed: Sheila Dubs, Gweneth Newman and 

Jennifer Langguth, Jamie’s college friends; Vunnee and Jimmy Laiaddee, Jamie’s parents; 

Marlene Buffa, University of Michigan Alumni Group President; Burke Files, private investigator; 

Troy Spielman, detective; Nate Moffat, detective; Juan Martinez, prosecutor; Andrea Aardsma, 

witness; Kevin Tierney, who would have been Jamie’s new boss; David Beauchamp, lawyer; 

Valarie Shafer, juror; Max Covil, attorney; Leon Lead, juror.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Judy Rybak) 

(OAD: 04/14/12) 

 

 



CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

12/14/12 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT - “Newtown” - a report on today’s mass shooting at the Sandy 

Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. Twenty-seven people died at the school: 20 

children, 6 adults - all women - and the shooter, Adam Lanza, who committed suicide at the scene. 

Includes: (1) the story from when and where it all began. Correspondent: Jim Axelrod. (2) a report 

about the gunman, Adam Lanza. No motive has been identified so far, but it seems that his 

mission was to kill as many people as possible. He apparently shot his mother, Nancy Lanza, to 

death at a second crime scene. Correspondent: Bob Orr. (3) an interview with teacher Richard 

Wilfort. Correspondent: Scott Pelley (anchor). (4) a report on parents desperate to find their 

children. Includes interviews with mothers Melissa Makris and Donna Kowalski. by 

Correspondent: Michelle Miller. (5) a report on President Obama’s emotional reaction to the 

event. Correspondent: Major Garrett.  (6) insight into the investigation. Correspondent: John 

Miller. (7) how previous shootings have changed tactical responses to such events. Includes an 

interview with Capt. Drew Tracy of the Montgomery County, Maryland police force, who wrote 

active shooter protocol rules following Columbine.  Correspondent Wyatt Andrews. (8) interview 

with teacher Ray Horvath. Correspondent: Scott Pelley.  (9) interview with Lt. Paul Vance, 

Connecticut State Police.  Correspondent: Scott Pelley; (10) a report on the issue of gun control. 

Correspondent: Nancy Cordes. (11) WCBS-TV reporter Lou Young, one of the first to report from 

the scene, describes what happened. (12)a report on a survivor’s story: Sam Againio, as a 17-year-

old in 1999, survived the Columbine school shooting. Correspondent: Erin Moriarty. (13) 

questions regarding the accuracy of  information on Nancy Lanza, once thought to be a teacher at 

the school. Correspondent: Scott Pelley. (14) a report on memorial services offering people ways 

to cope with their grief. Includes an interview with Ilia Alvarez, a parent, and Doug Russell, the 

Newtown High School principal. Correspondent: Rebecca Jarvis. (15) thoughts on the death of 

innocence. Correspondent: Richard Schlesinger. (Correspondents: Scott Pelley, anchor, Newtown, 

Connecticut; Jim Axelrod (Newtown, CT); Bob Orr (Washington, D.C.); Michelle Miller 

(Newtown, CT); Major Garrett (Washington, D.C.); John Miller (New York studio); Wyatt 

Andrews (Washington, D.C); Nancy Cordes (Washington, D.C.); Lou Young, WCBS-TV, New 

York (Newtown, CT); Erin Moriarty; Rebecca Jarvis (Newtown, CT); Richard Schlesinger.) 

 

12/23/12 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “An Evening Of Music” 

“The Year of Adele” - an interview / profile of the British popular singer Adele Adkins, known 

as Adele, who is up for six Grammy Awards.  She discusses her success and her recent vocal cord 

surgery.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: John Hamlin) (OAD: 02/12/12 on 60 MINUTES) 

“Rodriguez” - a report on Sixto Diaz Rodriguez, a poor 70-year-old Detroit singer-songwriter 

known as Rodriguez.  Although unsuccessful in the U.S., his recordings from the early ‘70s were -

- unknown to him -- very successful in South Africa, inspiring a generation of anti-apartheid 

protestors. Now, a documentary film (“Searching for Sugar Man”) has been made about him, by 

Swedish director Malik Bendjelloul, and Rodriguez is becoming a star in the United States.  

Includes comments by record producers Dennis Coffey and Steve Rowland; South African record 

store owner Steve Segerman; and interviews with Rodriguez himself; Regan Rodriguez, 

Rodriguez’ daughter; and Swedish film director Malik Bendjelloul. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael 

H. Gavshon) (OAD: 10/07/12 on 60 MINUTES) 

“Taylor Swift” - an interview / profile of 21-year-old singer-songwriter Taylor Swift, a success in 

both country and pop music.  Also includes comments by Bill Werde, editorial director of 

Billboard Magazine; Andrea Swift, Taylor’s mother; Scott Borchetta, CEO, Big Machine Records.  

(C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 11/20/11 on 60 MINUTES) 

 

 



CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 
 

12/09/12 “Working for Religious Freedom” - a report exploring the meaning of religious freedom, 

particularly among religious minorities, in the United States -- the most religiously diverse country 

in the world.  While the government remains neutral in matters of religion, some fringe groups 

create fear of “the other” through hate speech and even violence. To counter this, watchdog 

organizations and religious scholars work to protect this freedom for religious minorities.  (1) 

Charles C. Haynes of the First Amendment Center speaks about what religious freedom means 

and why such discrimination against religious minorities is the greatest threat to freedom of 

religion.  (2) Staff Attorney Gadier Abbas and National Legislative Director Corey Saylor of the 

Council on American-Islamic Relations, address “Islamophobia” and how anti-Muslim sentiment 

is affecting the civil and religious rights of the Muslim community.  (3) The Reverend Dr. C. 

Welton Gaddy, President of the Interfaith Alliance and a much-respected voice on religious 

freedom, speaks on this issue.  Holly Hollman of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious 

Liberty speaks to the principles inherent in the concept of religious freedom, and how her 

organization works to protect those rights.  (4) Dr. Chris Seiple, President of the Institute for 

Global Engagement, discusses their work for religious freedom worldwide.  (5) Rajdeep Singh of 

The Sikh Coalition, discusses his organization’s efforts to bring equal protection under the law to 

the Sikh Community.  (Narrator: Ted Holmes.  Producer & Writer: Elizabeth Kineke.  Associate 

Producer: Kathleen Fieffe.  Director & Executive Producer: John P. Blessington.  Produced in 

consultation with: National Council of Churches; The Islamic Society of North America; New 

York Board of Rabbis; A Consortium of Roman Catholic Organizations.) 

 

12/24/12 CBS CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: “One Christmas Story: People Rich in Spirit” - a celebration 

of Christmas, in Scripture, story, and song, from the Hope Lutheran Church in Reading, 

Pennsylvania.  The ethnically and racially diverse community gathers to share the joyful songs of 

the season, as performed by four local choirs.  The Christmas story and spirit are illuminated with 

the help of personal stories from community members, which parallel the Nativity themes of 

welcoming and helping strangers.  Odyssey Networks, a multi-faith nonprofit organization, and 

the Collegiate Churches of New York City worked with the Reading community to create this 

program.  (Executive Producer / Writer: Carol Anne Dolan;  Executive Producer for CBS: John P. 

Blessington) 
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